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BEING GRATEFUL FOR OUR BLESSINGS
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August 8, 2021 (New Life MCC)

Scripture – Luke 17:11-19

I remember as a child how I couldn’t wait for dinner.  From the earliest memory I have as a child, I would literally scream if I wasn’t fed when I wanted to eat.  When I was an infant, Mom told me she would hold me and reassure me that dinner was coming.  I would still cry, but Mom was always right.  Before long dinner did come and my hunger was satisfied.  I don’t know about you, but as a child I wasn’t all that smart.  You would think after 20 or more times that I would get the message that Mom was always going to deliver the goods and I wouldn’t go without food.  But no, I was slow, I mean S L O W on the uptake.  I continued to complain about being fed all the time.  I didn’t scream as I got older, but I still complained if dinner was late.  I’m convinced the only thing that saved me from being killed by my parents was the fact that I was a human garbage can.  I ate anything and everything put in front of me.  I was the easiest person in the Flynn family to feed.  Just pull something out of the refrigerator and I would be happy.

Yet through all those years I can not remember ever thanking Mom for all she did for me.  Not only did she feed me, but she also did all those things Moms do for their kids.  She did all those things that were needed for me to live a happy life.  And she did them willingly because she loved me.  As kids and teens, we just don’t understand.

Our lesson tonight is about being grateful.  The nine cleansed lepers didn’t thank Jesus.  Like we were when we were growing up, they didn’t even take the time to thank Jesus for the blessing He gave them.  And this was no ordinary blessing either.

Here you have ten lepers coming to Jesus for healing.  Jesus is between Samaria and Galilee when He meets them.  We all know that Jews do not have anything to do with Samaritans.  I mean that would be like Al Quaida or ISIS coming to New Life MCC and asking us to pray for their success in Syria.  It just wasn’t done.  On top of that they were lepers.  Jewish law was strict about coming in contact with lepers.  True leprosy in the First Century was a terrible disease.  It was spread primarily through body contact so Jewish Law forbid contact of any kind.  When Jesus came near them, He was really not following the prescribed Jewish Law.  Yet He came toward them.  They probably stayed afar off as prescribed in Leviticus 13 and Numbers 5.  They probably, according to Barclay’s Commentary on Luke, stayed at least 50 yards away.

The Scripture says they asked Jesus to have mercy on them.  Throughout the Gospel there are many stories where we are told that Jesus NEVER refused anyone who came to Him for help.  He always reached out to them with compassion.  One of the ten lepers was a Samaritan and that didn’t stop Jesus either.  We know from the stories of the Samaritan woman at the Well and the Parable of the Good Samaritan that Jesus did not prevent the Gospel from reaching the Samaritans.  They were outcasts to the Jews, but not to Jesus.  The ten lepers were cleansed as recorded in Luke 17:14 and went on their way.  But one, the Samaritan, the ‘double’ outcast’ if you will, that is an outcast because of his leprosy and because of being a Samaritan, came back and fell at Jesus’ feet.  He thanked Jesus for His healing.  Jesus asks where the other nine healed lepers were.  He remarks that only the foreigner, the Samaritan, had come back to give praise to God.

Even if we don’t have the best relationship with our parents, we know that the 5th Commandment of the Ten Commandments says to honor your mother and father because they are our father and mother.  If our parents are living and they talk to us, most of them are getting quite old and can be hard to get along with at best of times.  Some of us have a broken relationship with our parents.  But the Commandment doesn’t say we are to honor them only if they are good to us.  So, why do we not honor them? 

And we often do not thank our fellow humans that are on life’s journey with us.  How often has someone done something nice for us and we don’t even try to tell them how grateful we are for their kindness?  How often do we tell them how much we appreciate their kindness?  How often do we send a short ‘thank you’ card telling someone how much their kindness means to us?  No.  We don’t show gratitude a lot of the time because we’re too busy.  Besides, we convince ourselves, they don’t expect it anyway.  

And, most of all, we are not thankful of Jesus and our Creator all the time.  In times of bitterness and hurt, where’s the first place we go?  That’s right.  We go in prayer to God for comfort and healing.  And how often after the hurt passes, after the pain subsides, do we forget God?  How many times have we gone to God and said “Thank you for coming and comforting me”.  “Thank you for being there for me then and all the time.”  How often do we thank God for our meals with a grace?  If we do, is it only at home or in a Christian setting?  How often do we thank God for the blessings of our meals when we’re in public?  It doesn’t have to be said out loud.  Pam and I reach out, grab each other’s hands, and I say a blessing every time we go out and eat in public.  So, do we stop and thank God before we eat?

Brothers and sisters, we need to be more deliberate about thanking our Creator and Savior for all they have done for us.  We need to be more deliberate about thanking our parents (if they are living and if we are on speaking terms) for all they gave us when we were growing up.  We need to be more deliberate about thanking those with whom we share life’s journey for their friendship and kind words of encouragement.

God has given us so much in life, blessing us in so many ways.  Let us not be like the nine lepers who never came back to give praise for their blessing.  Let us resolve this day to be grateful to God.   Let us resolve to show our Creator and Savior’s love to others every opportunity that we can. 

Deb Vellines in her Upper Room devotional on September 29, 2004 on the Ten lepers gave all her readers a challenge.  I would like to forward that challenge to all of us. That challenge is, to daily recollect ten blessings that God gave us the previous day.  As they say 
in AA, let us adopt an attitude of gratitude.

Praise be to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and our Creator God for all their bountiful blessings every day!

In Jesus, Name.

