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FEAR NOT, FOR I AM WITH YOU
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Scripture – Isaiah 41:8-13

Have you ever been afraid to enter a room, especially a dark room?

Have you ever heard a noise in a room at night, were sure that someone was in the house and wanted to go look for either a gun or a baseball bat?

Have you ever watched a TV show or movie and found yourself having nightmares afterwards, dreaming that you were experiencing the horrifying experiences?

Have you ever thrown a book down that you were reading because what you read ‘scared you to death’?

Most of us can identify with at least one of the statements I just mentioned at sometime in our life.  For some of us it was when we were a child and we watched a movie or show that we shouldn’t have, having nightmares all night.  For some of us it was when we entered a dark room and were terrified because we heard noises we couldn’t pinpoint.

All of us experience fear.  Fear is a natural emotion of being human.  Fear can be a good ally telling us when we should avoid situations that could be harmful to us.  Fear can also be harmful in that it could prevent us from stepping out on faith in situations where our fears are really unwarranted.

Today’s Scripture is about fear.  God gave this Scripture to the Prophet Isaiah some 1300 years ago.  Isaiah was a Prophet whom Jehovah asked to speak against the sins of the Southern Kingdom.  Isaiah spoke against the Israelites who were oppressing their own people.  He spoke against those who were not following Jehovah’s laws.  He spoke against the nations whom the people of Judah were allying with to protect themselves from the Assyrians.  He spoke against all the other nations whom Judah was relying on for help and support.   Through the Prophet Isaiah, Jehovah told the remaining people of Israel left in Judah that if they did not turn from their ways and trust in God, they would be taken into captivity.

Along with that prophecy of captivity, God also told them, as recorded in Chapter 41 that we read a few moments ago, that there would be a remnant that would survive.

In verse 8 we read these words – “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen…”  The Lord chose Israel to be the vessel that the Lord’s will and purpose would be revealed to the world.  They were chosen.  That promise was given to Abraham and the Lord was going to be faithful to that promise.  You and I, due to our Judeo-Christian heritage, are also given that same promise.  God’s revelation to the world of the promised Son, Jesus Christ, and his death on the cross for mankind’s salvation, is also to for us.  

God’s commitment to that promise is reiterated in verse 9 when the Lord says “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off.”  Regardless of what sin we commit, outside of blaspheming the Holy Spirit, God will not cast us off.  God is committed to fulfilling the promise made to Abraham.

In verse 10 the Lord says, “Fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed for I am your God;”

Wow!  Fear not.  The Lord is saying ‘Even though times may get tough (like right now with the Covid pandemic) and it may look like there isn’t any hope, remember My promise.  Remember I told you that I am your God and will not forsake you.  Never will I forsake you.  I am a God of My word’.

Regardless of what affliction comes, God has chosen us.  If poverty knocks on our door, it doesn’t matter because God is in our house.  If sickness comes to our house, it doesn’t matter because Jesus is our Balm of Gilead that heals our sin sick soul.  

God also tells us that no matter how hot our furnace may get, the Lord is still with us.  Remember the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the Book of Daniel?  Remember how they remained faithful to the Lord even though they were told that if they did not bow to the graven image they would be thrown into the fiery furnace.  And how, when they were thrown into that fiery furnace, they were not alone.  For the Scripture says in Daniel 3:24-25 that King Nebuchadnezzar said to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?  They answered the king, ‘True, O King.’  He answered, ‘But I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.”  Most Bible scholars believe that Jesus Christ, Himself, came down from heaven and walked with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in that fiery furnace.  God was true to the promise made to Abraham’s descendents of never forsaking those that are chosen.

When you’re afraid and sitting alone, not knowing where you will find a friend to talk to, remember that Jehovah and Jesus, the Promised One, are right there with you. 

 Fear not, for I will never forsake you.

Jesus came into this world, lived among us and experienced our pains and sorrows.  He was truly human.  He suffered hurt.  He suffered pain.  He experienced joy.  He experienced fear in the Garden of Gethsemane.  He experienced rejection and feeling like He had no one to turn to when Jehovah turned away from Him as He hung on the cross.  He experienced death, the one thing that we all must face someday, the one thing we all wish could pass us by.  Jesus experienced it all.  And He gave us the same promise as Jehovah did to Judah through Isaiah.  Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 28:20, “Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

Fear not, for I am with you.  

Remember that when Jehovah and Jesus say that They are with us and we have nothing to fear, that doesn’t mean we won’t have to go through a furnace.  That doesn’t mean that we won’t experience pain and suffering.  That doesn’t mean that all things will be ‘hunky dorry’ as my mother used to always say.

It does mean that when the bad times come and we are in the furnace, that They will be with us and we will come out alive.  We may be singed, but we will not be permanently damaged.  God will use the bad somehow to bring about good and God will allow our experience in the furnace ‘purify us’.  The only way precious metal is purified is by going through the furnace.  Jesus died for you and me because He considered us precious.  Whether we consider ourselves precious or not, Jesus does.  And thank God He does.

You and I owe it to ourselves, and most of all to our Creator in heaven, to fear not because we know that we are in good hands (and I’m not talking about All State Insurance).

Jehovah wants us to know that we have nothing to fear.  That Jesus Christ, the Chosen One, died for our sins and that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are with us always.  The Lord is with us today to take away our fears forever.  If you have any fears about anything in your life (and I suspect you do), please give them to the Lord today and start living a life without fear today.

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

