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EXPECTING PARENTS
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December 19, 2021 (New Life MCC)
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Scripture – Matthew 1:18-25

It’s almost here!  Yes, Christmas is almost here!  The joyous day of celebration of our Lord and Savior’s birth is almost here!  


For the four weeks of Advent, we have been looking at Scriptures that talk about the coming of Jesus, our Lord.  On the First Sunday in Advent we looked at the story of John the Baptist in Luke 3 and talked about how we are to prepare for the coming of the Messiah.  On the Second Sunday in Advent we looked Luke 3 and how to prepare for the coming of the baby Jesus. On the Third Sunday in Advent Isaiah 35 talked about how the coming Messiah will fill us with joy and will turn our deserts into fruitful paradises.  For the Messiah will provide the Holy Way, the road to salvation, for all peoples.

Today is the Fourth Sunday in Advent.  It is less than a week until Christmas morning.  It is just a short time before Mary and Joseph become proud parents of their first-born child.  Today I want us to focus on these proud parents.

Now, our text today in Matthew, tells us some things about Jesus’ expectant parents, especially Joseph.  As we look at this Scripture more carefully, we need to not forget that its author, Matthew, was a Jew.  And that God’s promise to the Jews, found in Isaiah 11:1, is that the Messiah shall come from the lineage of King David.  Isaiah 11:1 says, “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.”  Many during Matthew’s day were raising the question about Jesus’ legitimacy.  For this reason, it was important that Matthew focus the story of Jesus on Joseph, for Joseph was of the lineage of King David.  In Matthew 1, the author lists the genealogy of Jesus.  Verse 5 in that long lineage says, “…and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the King.”  Going on in verse 16 we read, “…and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Christ.”

In verses 18-19 we read, “…When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.”  It’s important, in our reading of this story, to understand the Jewish laws of the times in which Jesus was born.  Adultery was considered a crime against the stability and sanctity of the whole community.  It was punishable by stoning as outlined in Leviticus 20:10. Joseph knew that he had been chaste and the child she was bearing was not his.  It was his right to divorce her so she could be stoned for her crime.  For, in first Century Palestine, betrothal was as binding as marriage.  Therefore, Joseph would have to divorce Mary because his betrothal promise was binding.  

Can you image the pain he must have felt?  Can you imagine the pain both of them must have felt?  They were both humiliated by the whole situation.  Both of them knew they were innocent of any wrong doing yet the community to which they belonged charged them with the most abominable crime imaginable.  

The Scriptures say that Joseph was a just man.  A just man means he was fair in all situations.  Joseph knew that Mary was pure and he loved her.  Therefore, he was willing to do all he could to save her pain and suffering.  

I know as young expecting parents (scholars believe Mary was probably 14 and Joseph was near 20), they must have had exciting expectations for their family.  They must have talked, during their courting period, about their future children.  There were so many dreams and so many hopes.   They were the pride of their community.  There were so many expectations for them both and then this.  This whole situation changed everything.

God however, never leaves us without hope.  There is always hope.  God came to Joseph in a dream, as explained in our Scripture, and told Joseph not to fear for the child Mary was carrying was a Holy child and to take her as his wife.  Joseph was obedient and took Mary as his wife and Jesus was their first borne child.  

The angel told Joseph that the child would be a son and his name would be Immanuel, which is God with us.  This was to fulfill the prophecy found in Isaiah 7:14. Judah, in Isaiah 7, was vulnerable when Isaiah received his prophecy just as Mary was young and vulnerable in Matthew’s Scripture.  Mary could not give birth without divine intervention and Judah could not save itself without God’s divine intervention.  It would take a miracle to save Judah and it took a miracle to bring forth the Savior of the World.

We sometimes forget that Mary and Joseph were just young kids when Jesus was born.  They bore a terrible burden in their day for the situation they were in.  A child borne out of wedlock is looked at today as a common occurrence but not in Jesus’ day.  It was abhorred and a sin against God.  In all of this, in this seemingly hopeless situation, comes God.  God binds it all together and gives it all purpose.  God tells Joseph through an angel that all will be okay for Mary did not sin.  God told him to take her as his wife and to walk in faith.

That’s the focus of our lesson today.  Those of us that have been blessed with children know the process.  We know it all too well.  There were certainly times during the process of being an expecting parent that we didn’t know what was going to happen next.  Sometimes there was fear when we understood what was going to happen next.  Yet, God, through it all, was faithful.  For those of us that have children, our children are a blessing from God.  We wouldn’t change a thing.  And during the process we learned something about ourselves.  We learned that there are some things that we must take on faith.  Our joyful expectancy was blessed with God’s precious children that God gave us to nurture and protect.

God’s message to us is to remember that joy.  God’s message to us is to remember and share God’s blessings with others.  God’s message to us is to remember Mary and Joseph, who like you and I, experienced joy when Jesus was born.  Remember that with the experience of joy is the sharing of faith.  Let us remember to share that joy, the joy of the birth of our Savior, the baby Jesus, with those who don’t know His story.

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

