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PREPARATION
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Rev. Dawn Flynn

December 5, 2021 (New Life MCC)

Second Sunday in Advent

Scripture - Luke 3:1-6

For me, one of the best parts of the holiday season is the sharing of meals together with those who love me.  I love the fellowship and, of course, the food.  But that food wouldn’t be sooooo good if it weren’t for the preparation done by the cooks.

Just as a good meal requires preparation, any successful venture requires preparation whether it is going on a vacation, doing a craft, or playing against an opponent in a game.  

This second Sunday in Advent we are going to look at preparation.  

God is the champion of preparation.  After God created man and woman in Genesis, they sinned and went their own way and humankind has been trying to get back to God.  But God’s infinite wisdom was one step ahead.  God knew that the only way humankind was going to be able to come back was to provide a Savior who would show us the way back and to be the needed permanent sacrifice for our sin.  So, the Lord made plans.  Those plans, or preparations, were made when humankind first sinned.

In Genesis 3, after Adam and Eve sinned, God told the serpent these words which we find in verses 14-15: “because you have done this, cursed are you above all cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly you shall go, and dust shall you eat all the days of your life.  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

In this statement, the Lord was telling the man and woman that were created out of love, that God was preparing a way to make it right.  The way would involve Satan but it would not be fatal for the deliverer.  Satan will bruise the deliverer’s heel which is not fatal.  But the deliverer will bruise Satan’s head which is fatal.  

Throughout Jewish history that we find in the Old Testament, the Lord is continually working through the Hebrew nation to bring about this promise.  God saves them from their enemies and even brings them back from exile to their homeland.  The Lord does all of it because the Lord loves humankind.  The Lord loves you and me.

Then when the time is right, the Lord sent the deliverer.  Again, the Lord prepared humankind to receive the deliverer, Jesus Christ, the Promised One, by sending John the Baptist to prepare the people’s hearts.  

In our lesson today, recorded in Luke 3, we read how John the Baptist preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  How he fulfilled what was written in the book of Isaiah, chapter 40:3-5, which says that he is “the voice of one crying in the wilderness; prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”.  In order for the people to accept the deliverer that God was sending, they had to be prepared.  How would that happen? 

In preparation, John the Baptist didn’t get an army up to overthrow Rome.  He didn’t call on the people to protest.  He didn’t ask the people to overthrow the corrupt priests in the Temple.  He didn’t bring a case before the courts.  He didn’t even call a committee together to discuss it.  It happened through John’s preaching about repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The deliverer, Jesus Christ, was coming to be the ultimate Pascal Lamb.  He was coming to be the ultimate sacrifice for our sins and the sins of all humankind.  He was coming to bring humankind back to God.

John’s baptism was never meant to be an initiation into the church or to recognize God’s claim on people’s lives or the lives of their children.  John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  It was a baptism that asked people to change the way they were living.  It was asking the people to go in a new direction in their life.  It was asking the people to adopt an attitude directed toward living a more holy life.  The Lord was asking them to prepare to receive the one born to save, the one who would come and set them free.

God calls us to do the same each and every Christmas, that is, to prepare to receive the one born to save, the one who set us free.  You see, we are still bound by sin.  We are still bound by the sins that we won’t let go.  We are bound because we won’t let them go.   Jesus Christ has come and set us free.  In order to accept Him and let him free us, we must prepare ourselves to receive Him.

Now, how important is it that we prepare to receive Christ?  You say, “I’m already a Christian”. I have accepted Christ as my personal Savior.  Surely, you can’t be talking to me preacher?”  Yes, I am.  I’m talking to everyone within earshot and are reading this sermon.  We may have accepted Jesus as our personal Savior but we probably are not letting him have complete control of our lives.  We are still trying to stay in control.   All of us need to prepare to receive the Christ child.  If we truly receive Him and let Him have control of our lives, then we will experience the true joy of Christmas and our lives will be in tune with God.  What a wonderful experience that would be!  But we must do our part and prepare ourselves.

How do we prepare you may ask?
1. We prepare by focusing on Jesus and God’s will.
2. We prepare by daily prayer and asking God to change our lives for the better.
3. We prepare by recognizing that we don’t have it all together.
4. We prepare by recognizing that we need God to be in control of our lives.
If we do all this, God will faithfully prepare our hearts to receive the true joy of the Promised One’s birth at Christmas.

Know this.  If we don’t prepare, Christmas will still come.  The Messiah will come anyway.  God’s actions have never depended on man’s actions.  It depends on God’s.   If we are not prepared, it’s us that will forfeit.  Our lack of preparation will prevent us from fully and completely participating in the joy of Christmas.

So, be filled with joy!   This is the season to see and feel God’s love in a special way.  This is the season to find what’s missing in our life.  God is waiting with open arms.  Let the Lord take control of your life.  
In Jesus Name.  Amen.
