1

GOD NEEDS TO BE OUR FIRST PRIORITY
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Jeremiah 17:5-10.

To effectively serve the Lord is a learning process.  It is not something that comes naturally.  It takes time to learn to see the opportunities the Lord puts in front of us.  We are by nature selfish creatures.  Our central desire is to prioritize based on satisfying our own desires.  When an opportunity, or a stranger, comes into our path that needs help, our first impulse is to turn away.  We may turn away for many reasons some of which may include fear, distrust, lack of money, or lack of time.  Whatever the reason, our response is predicated on our desire to satisfy what we have deemed our priorities.  Only when we make God our first priority will we take the blinders off our eyes and see our true purpose in life.

In our text today the prophet Jeremiah tells the people of Judah the Lord’s message that they have gotten their priorities all wrong.  They are serving themselves and not God.  Listen again to our text.

Verse 5 says, “Thus says the Lord: Cursed is the person who trusts in humankind and makes mere flesh their arm, whose heart turns away from the Lord.  They are like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come.  They shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.”

The Lord is telling the people that in trusting themselves, and others, they are turning away from God.  That is because only the Lord is truth.  Jeremiah tells us that believing in ourselves is like being a shrub in the desert, dwelling in the wilderness.  It is like being in an uninhabited salt land.  Salt is crucial to life.  We cannot live without it.  It is in our bodies and is an important element for our nervous systems to function properly.  Yet, too much salt is deadly.  It also kills life.  There is no life in the Dead Sea in Palestine because the salt concentration is too high for anything to live.  Its high concentrations of salt make it uninhabitable just as the Prophet Jeremiah wrote in our text.  If our life is too focused on ourselves and not on fulfilling God’s call in our lives, our lives will become uninhabitable for God’s spirit.  We will become like the people of Judah in Jeremiah’s day.  They became so hardened to God’s leading that God had no choice but to give them over to their lusts and sins.

But there is hope.  Starting in verse 7 we read these words: “Blessed is the person who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.  They are like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.”

The same is true for the man or woman who trusts in the Lord and makes the Lord their first priority.  They are like a tree planted by water.  A tree planted by water knows that water is near.  It sends its roots to meet the water that is below the surface.  And when there is no rain above the ground to nourish the tree, it does not die because its roots have found the underground water to nourish it.  And because of it, it still bears fruit.

God wants you and me to be the same as that tree by the water.  God wants us to seek, send our roots to God, and make the Lord our first priority so that when the times get tough, we still will bear fruit.

If you attend a church, your church is God’s church.  The future of all church’s is unlimited.  Yes, there are some concerns.  The attendance in most churches worldwide is drastically down during these Covid pandemic times.  But God’s Spirit should be in our church’s.  If God is in our church, we all must step out in faith and trust the Spirit and let It lead us.  We must commit yourselves to make God our first priority.  We must put away personal goals and preferences.  We must fix our eyes on God and only look straight ahead.  In order for us to become all that God wants us to be, whether individually or collectively as a church, we must be willing to sacrifice.  If our fellowship community is not willing to sacrifice self and make God their number one priority, then our church community will die just as the community of Hebrews that lived in Judah during the time our text was written did in captivity.  

I commend you for all that you have done for the Lord.  But I encourage you to not take your eyes off God and Jesus.  I direct you to commit yourself to serve Them and listen to Them as they speak to you.  I strongly urge you to serve the Lord with joy in your heart and always remember that They love you more than you will ever know.  

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

