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THE REASON FOR OUR FAITH
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Rev. Dawn Flynn

February 27, 2022 (New Life MCC)

Transfiguration Sunday

Scripture – Luke 9:28-36.

Have you ever had a sudden revelation?  I mean, have you ever struggled for days, weeks and maybe even months, to understand something and then all of a sudden, BAM.  All of a sudden it all makes sense.  You then say to yourself, ‘So that’s what it all means.  Boy, was I dumb not to see it.’  Has that ever happened to you?  I know it has happened to me.  In fact, it has happened to me a number of times.  Frequently it happens to me when I’m studying.  I’ll read and read something, trying to understand it and alas, it just doesn’t come.  Then all of a sudden, a light goes off and eureka!  It’s a wonderful feeling to FINALLY get it isn’t it?

Our scripture today is kind of like that.  It’s about something that happened to Jesus’ disciples and how it eventually changed their lives forever.

So, Jesus takes his faithful disciples Peter, James and John and goes to a high mountain where He was transfigured before them.  The translation of the Greek here means that his clothing became radiant.  It became radiant like burnished brass or gold, glaring in the sunlight.  It became so bright that one could hardly look upon it.  And after this, a cloud overshadowed them.

Now, the presence of a cloud was very important.  The presence of God is associated with a cloud.  Moses met God in a cloud at Mt. Sinai.  It was in a cloud that God came to the Tabernacle in the desert.  God came to Solomon’s Temple when it was dedicated in the presence of a cloud.   The Jews even believed that when the Messiah comes that the cloud of God would return to the Temple.  

In the cloud is the presence of Elijah and Moses with Jesus.  The Greek here implies that these were not visions but real people.  The actual persons of Elijah and Moses were there in the cloud, the supreme law-giver of Israel and the greatest of the prophets of Israel.  Together, the greatest of all the men of God were with Jesus.  And they were conversing together.  In Mark’s account of the Transfiguration in Chapter 8, they were telling Jesus to be faithful to His calling and go on to Jerusalem and fulfill His mission.  Why was that important you ask?  It was important because it showed the disciples that the greatest in Israel’s history saw in Jesus the consummation of all that they had hoped and lived for.  It reaffirmed all that had happened in history was leading to the cross.

And Jesus, being human, needed reassurance of His decision.  Certainly Jesus, as all humans, wanted to live.  He did not desire to die.  The decision to go to Jerusalem was a free will decision.  He was not coerced or forced to go to His death.  He chose it because of His and Jehovah’s love for you and me.  The presence of Elijah and Moses gave Him that assurance.

What does this story have to do with you and me you might be asking?  It has a lot to do with you and me.  As it changed the disciple’s lives, it also changes our lives.

Earlier in the chapter of our Gospel lesson, the disciples were told by Jesus that He would have to go to Jerusalem and die.  They were confused by that.  They may have thought that if Jesus was going to die maybe He wasn’t who He said He was.  Then the Transfiguration occurred.  Clearly, this proved, BEYOND A SHADOW OF A DOUBT, that Jesus was who He said He was.  The disciples knew, from that day forward, that their lives were forever dedicated to Jesus.  They now had something to hang on to.

This Transfiguration should do the same for you and me.  During the times in our lives when we have doubts about our faith, we too, can grab onto the Transfiguration.  It reassures us of the reason for our faith.  Peter never forgot the Transfiguration as he recounted it in 2 Peter 1.
Peter, James and John were eyewitnesses to the Transfiguration.  They saw with their own eyes all that we have just read from the scriptures.  They became witnesses to the glory of Christ.  A witness is defined as one who first sees and then shows.  They first saw the glory of God and then showed the world. 

You and I are no different.  We, too, have been shown the glory of God in Jesus Christ.  We weren’t present during the actual Transfiguration but we, none the less, have seen Jesus.  We have seen Him transfigured and present in numerous places during our lives, including in our acquaintances, our family, our children, in the church, and in witnessing the love and compassion of others.  We have seen Jesus in them. 

We, too, have experienced the life changing Transfiguration.  Now, we too, must be witnesses of what we have seen.   Even though we, like the disciples, don’t understand all that Jesus did or wants us to do, we must move forward with boldness and conviction that Jesus is the Messiah.  We must share the Message with the world for Jesus is counting on us. 

I’d like to close with a story that I’m sure you have heard before but it’s so good we need to hear it again.  It seems that Satan and God were looking down from heaven upon Jesus and commenting on His life.  Satan asked God about His plan to save humankind and God said proudly that Jesus was going to die on the cross for all mankind’s sin.  Satan then asked what the next step in the plan was.  God said that Jesus’ twelve disciples were going to spread Jesus’ story around the world.  Satan looked at God and asked Him what His plan was if that didn’t work.  God looked at Satan and said, “There is no other plan.”

We are His only hope to bring the message that will transfigure and transform the world for God.
Let us go forth and do it.
In Jesus Name.
