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NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD
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Scripture – Genesis 17:15-21,18:1-15

Have you ever thought you could do the impossible?  I know I have.  When I was a kid, I believed that I could fly and I practiced for days.  I never for an instant believed that I wouldn’t succeed.  In my heart I believed that if I practiced enough, I would eventually fly.  Never did I ever believe it was impossible for man to fly on his own.

As kids and teenagers, we believe that we’re indestructible and will live forever.  It’s part of being an adolescent.  We are pure in heart so the reality of life doesn’t cloud our thinking.  The harshness of life doesn’t exist for us.  All we see is that the sky is the limit and we believe we can reach it.

But alas, before long, the realities of life set in.  We come to understand that the sky is not the limit.  There are things that we can’t do and will never be able to do.  Not only are there physical limitations but there are also financial limitations.   Not only do we now see that some things are unattainable but sometimes we question whether just maintaining life is possible.  Oh, to have the vision and unhampered view of youth again!  

My friends, I’m here today to tell you we CAN have that unhampered view of youth again.  We can believe in the impossible and not let the world limit our goals.  The way we do that is in believing that nothing is impossible for God.

Our story today about Abraham and Sarah tells us that nothing is impossible.  In the beginning of our reading, in Chapter 17, verse 1 we read that when Abraham, then called Abram, was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to him and told him he would become the father of a multitude of nations.  Abram a father at ninety-nine years of age!  I can hear Abram saying, ‘Surely you jest, Lord.  How can that be?  A man at ninety-nine is beyond child bearing years.  That’s a known fact of life.’  But it’s important here for us to look at the Hebrew word in verse 1 that is translated ‘Lord’.  That word is ‘El Shaddai’.  It means ‘all bountiful one’ and ‘all powerful one’.  God is telling Abram that the Lord is all-powerful and able to provide the means for which the bounty of the Lord’s promise will be fulfilled, namely in the birth of Abram’s son at an old age.  God is telling Abram – With me all things are possible.

Does Abram believe the Lord?  It is not totally clear whether he believes the Lord but the Scripture does say that in verse 17 he falls on his face and laughs.  All right – all you men out there that are over 70.  What would you do if you had a vision tonight and an angel of the Lord told you that you were going to be a father in 9 months?  Would you laugh?  I venture to say that not only would you laugh but you also might be hysterical.  Abram’s response was normal.  Yet the Lord did not hold Abram’s apparent lack of faith against him.  The Lord just reaffirms it in verses 19-21 and that his son-to-be-born, Isaac, which means ‘laughter’, would be the one through whom the Lord would make a multitude of many nations.

Then on in Chapter 18 we read that Abram, now Abraham, entertains three visitors.  When Abraham sees them, the Scripture says, he recognizes them as being heavenly visitors.  Many ask who these visitors were.  Three clues are provided in Scripture.

One clue is in verse 10.  When the three visitors asked where Sarah was and Abraham replied that she was in the tent, verse 10 begins by saying, “The Lord said.” The word translated ‘the Lord’ is the same word, El Shaddai, that we saw translated in Chapter 17 verse 1 when God came to Abram to tell him he would be the father of a multitude of many nations.  Again, the Lord is the one who is all powerful.  So, that would indicate that one of the three was God in the flesh.  The most logical way that would be accomplished would be through the presence of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, most scholars believe that one of the three men that Abraham entertained was in fact Jesus Christ himself.

The second clue is that when the three men leave Abraham, they journey toward Sodom and Gomorrah to save Lot and his family from God’s intended destruction of these evil cities.  Chapter 19, verse 1 says, “The two angels came to Sodom…” The other two then were angels from heaven who went on to Sodom to save Lot and his family.

The third clue is that one of the visitors asks Abram where Sarah is.  The only person who knows that Sarai’s name had been changed was Abram and God.  So, these visitors had to be heavenly.

Back to our story.  Abraham asks the three men to stay so he can wash their feet and feed them.  They agree.  When the Lord says, in verse 10 that “I will surely return to you in the spring, and Sarah your wife shall have a son”, Sarah laughs saying to herself that she, as well as her husband, is too old to have children.  But the Lord tells her in verse 14, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  The Lord reaffirms that the Lord will visit them in the spring and Sarah will indeed have her son.

But don’t you see what’s happened here?  Our laughter proves that physical reality is our point of reference, NOT GOD.  We, through our human nature, limit God.  We limit God to what we believe to be humanly possible.  In so doing we limit what God can do through us.  All of us have gone through hard times.  Some of us are still going through hard times, especially with the Covid pandemic.  And God knows that a lot of churches are going through hard times as well.  Situations and circumstances that seem insurmountable characterize those hard times.  As we experience those hard times, like Abraham and Sarah, we must believe that relief is possible.  

My friends, I want you today to toss the thought that ‘relief is impossible’ out the window!  Open the window of your mind, grab that thought and toss it as far as you can!  To be able to conquer those things that have control over us we must believe ALL IS POSSIBLE WITH THE HELP OF GOD.  The future of all churches is bleak without God.  But with God, nothing is impossible.  If Abraham and Sarah can have kids at 90 and 100 years of age, I believe that our problems are not beyond God’s abilities. Overcoming those things that are keeping us from being what God wants us to be is beyond just acknowledging that we can’t overcome them ourselves.  It requires us to COMPLETELY GIVE THEM OVER TO GOD.  Did you hear me church?  WE MUST GIVE THEM COMPLETELY OVER TO GOD.  Everything.  This is not a time to point fingers either at our selves or at others.  We have to acknowledge that we are powerless to get ourselves out of our problems.  No matter how smart we are, we cannot do it.  We cannot just give God part of it either.  We must give ALL OF IT TO GOD.  

Abraham and Sarah may have laughed when the Lord told them they would have children in their old age, but they acted in faith.  They gave their lack of faith to God, all of it, and walked in the Lord’s strength.  They went so far as to send their other son by Hagar, Ishmael, into the desert so that Abraham could devote all his energy and love to prepare Isaac, God’s heir, for his destiny.

In Matthew 2:1-12, we read how the Wise Men from the East came to visit the Christ child and offer him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  They had been watching his star and knew from the ancient Hebrew texts that it symbolized the birth of new king that they had to meet and worship.  Their purpose was to find him at ALL COSTS.  But their journey was hard and seemed impossible.  It took them over a year to reach the Christ child traveling over land on camels.  Traveling by camel was hard over long distances, causing much discomfort and pain on the body.  Then after they found him in his home with Mary his mother, they were warned in a dream by an angel that King Herod wanted to kill them so they had to go home by another route.  But they achieved what seemed impossible with the help of God - a journey of hundreds of miles on camels to find one child in a foreign town.

God has a purpose and destiny for each of us.  God has a purpose and destiny for all of God’s churches.  We must believe that and believe that God will fulfill it, through us, so that the Lord’s Name will be glorified.  And we must do our part which is to walk in faith, believing that the ‘sky is the limit’, believing that, for each of us individually, and collectively, that nothing is impossible with God.

Don’t carry the burdens of life any more.  Don't carry the burdens of failure any more.  Don't carry the burdens of doubt about the church's future any more.  Come to God and believe that nothing is impossible for God.  

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

