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by

Rev. Dawn Flynn

June 6, 2021 (New Life MCC)

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:10
RISKING MUCH by James Hewitt (1988) says:
To laugh is to risk appearing the fool.

To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.

To reach out for another is to risk involvement.

To expose feelings is to risk exposing our true self.

To place your ideas and your dreams before a crowd is to risk loss.

To love is to risk not being loved in return.

To live is to risk dying.

To hope is to risk despair.

To try at all is to risk failure.

But risk we must, because the greatest hazard in life is to risk nothing.  The man and the woman who risk nothing does nothing, has nothing, and is nothing.

.

You know, I agree with this poem.  The man and the woman who risks nothing does nothing, has nothing and is nothing.

Those are pretty tough words.  But we all know they are true.  We must risk ourselves and what we believe in if God is going to use us.  We must step out in faith.  We must have courage.  We must believe God will sustain us and bring us to a better life if we just have the faith and live the faith.

That's what our lesson is about today.  It's about having the courage to walk by faith and not by sight.

Let's look more closely at our Scripture today in 2 Corinthians.

We start in Chapter 4:16-18:  "So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every day. For this momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, because we look to the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal."

The Apostle Paul is pointing here to the fact that we are ministers of Christ.  We are not just humans put here on earth with no purpose.  We are ministers of Christ.  We have put on Christ therefore as our outer nature or body wastes away, our inner nature, that which belongs to Christ, is being renewed each day.  Because we know that, and have confidence in that, we can be of good courage.

He says - "for this momentary affliction is preparing us for us an eternal weight of glory beyond comparison because we look to things that are unseen", that is, things of God.  As a child of God, we have the assurance that God is preparing us each for our home in heaven.  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3:18:  "And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of God, are being changed from into the Creator’s likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the spirit.”

And what happens when we die, when the earthly tent we live in is destroyed?  The Apostle Paul tells us in Chapter 5 starting in verse 1 these words: "For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."

What a promise!  If we walk by faith, believing and maintaining our courage despite the ultimate destruction of our earthly tent, God will reward us with a "building from God, a house not made with hands".  In other words, an eternal body made by the Creator.
The Apostle Paul goes on to say in verses 2 and 3: "Here indeed we groan, and long to put on our heavenly dwelling, so that by putting it on we may not be found naked."  We long to be changed.  We long for the completion of the "changing from one degree of glory to another" Paul mentioned earlier in Chapter 3.  This is as it should be.  We long to be out of this world and in our home in heaven that God has prepared for us.  But we must trudge on.  Paul wanted to go and be with the Lord but he knew he must trudge on.  But more importantly he knew that he belonged to God and whatever he suffered on earth in his "earthly tent" was only a taste of the glory he would experience when he died.  In Chapter 5:5 Paul reaffirms this when he says: "The one who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee."

Did you hear that?  God has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.  When the Creator put the Holy Spirit in us at baptism, we were sealed. We belong to God.  And the expression of God’s Spirit in us is the assurance that you belong to our Creator.

Paul goes on further in verses 6-10 to say that we are to be of good courage while we are here on earth. Even though our outer body is suffering and deteriorating, our inner body is being renewed and prepared for God to take home "for we walk by faith, not by sight".

When I think of our outer body deteriorating, I'm reminded of all the Christian brothers and sisters that I have known that have gone before me.  Their bodies wore out.  Yet their inner souls, which is eternal, was renewed for their long-awaited trip to heaven to the home God has prepared for them and for us.  Verse 8 says: "We are of good courage".  Notice now he is reaffirming that "We are".  Not that “we should be" or that "We will be".  "We are".

God has done everything to prepare us for eternal life with the Creator.  God has told us how God wants us to live.  The Parent has sent the Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins so, with our acceptance of Jesus as our Savior, our sins are washed away and God can look upon us.  God in turn has sent the Holy Spirit to live among us and guide us if we but open our hearts to it.  And the Creator has told us that we are being changed from one degree of glory to the next to prepare us for the time when the Parent takes us home.

Isn't that great?  I'm so glad that my God loves me that much to go to all that trouble for me.  God went to all that trouble for you because God loves you that much too.  God has given us the courage to face everything this world can give us if we only embrace it.  But it takes courage.  Certainly, most of us have had to walk in courage during the Covid pandemic this last year.  But we have endured and God has brought us through it.  We are here because of our Godly courage.  Courage to walk by faith and not by sight. The questions to us are these:
Are we living to live that kind of life today?
Are we walking by faith and not by sight?
Do we truly believe that God will reward our faithfulness?
Are we living courageously, believing that God is changing us from one degree of glory to another?

If not, why not start today.  God and Jesus are waiting for us to come to them.  The decision is ours. Won't you start today?  

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

