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Scripture – Mark 4:26-32

Smallness.  Smallness.  In our world of ‘bigness’, ‘smallness’ is undesirable.

Today everything we hear focuses on ‘bigness’.  We want to belong to the biggest church.  We want to own the biggest house.  We want to have the biggest truck.  We want to work for the biggest corporation.  We want to have the biggest collection of things.  We want to climb the biggest and highest mountain.  Yes, ‘bigness’ is the ‘in thing’.

Our parable today however is saying the opposite.  It’s saying that smallness, not bigness, leads to greatness.

Our parable is about seeds. In the first parable Jesus likens the Kingdom of God to a seed that grows secretly until it matures and in the second parable Jesus says the Kingdom of God starts small but ends with greatness.

There are at least four different lessons we can learn from these two parables but today I want to focus on how smallness leads to greatness.  So, our focus is going to be on the second of the two parables.

Our parable, frequently called the parable of the mustard seed, is a story about a small seed.  It is about a mustard seed.  Scholars today don’t believe that the mustard seed is the world’s smallest seed but it is among the world’s smallest seeds.  To the person of first century Palestine, it certainly was the smallest seed they knew.  It is so small our eyes can barely see it.  It is about the size of half of the smallest grain of pepper.  

Why did Jesus use the mustard seed for His illustration of the Kingdom of God?  It shows that great things, with God, come from small beginnings.  Dr. John Brokoff, in his book on the Parables, reminds us that the Kingdom of God came into this world through a small baby born in a stable in Bethlehem and that the church came about through eleven peasants with no credentials other than the Holy Spirit.  The early church was persecuted, had to live underground and every professing Christian had to fear for their lives every day.  From these small humble beginnings, the Christian movement, has spread all over the world through the power of God and the Holy Spirit.

As we look at both of these parables, it is important to understand that the growth of the seed, into a large shrub or a crop to harvest, is only possible through God.  God does it all.  Many times, we get full of pride and point to ourselves and say, ‘look what I've done’ or ‘look what my works have done’ or ‘look what my money has done’.  Our works and our money don’t bring the Kingdom of God on earth.  Bringing the Kingdom of God on earth is God’s work and God’s only.  In the first parable, verse 27 says that the man who scatters the seed “should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he knows not how.”

Scientifically we know basically how a seed grows.  We know that there are meristem tissues inside the seed that have the special ability to divide quickly and grow when activated.  We know that the seed must die before it can grow.  All the energy and life in the seed is, in essence, dead.  It is at a standstill until it receives the signal to come back to life.  That signal, from a natural science standpoint, is the presence of water.  Water triggers the dead plant to come back to life.  The moisture triggers the meristem tissue to quickly divide, grow a small stem and break open from the seed protection.  Then the stem pushes out of the ground, exposing it to the sunlight.  The mitochondria in the green stem cells take the sunlight, along with the carbon dioxide in the air, and use them to produce energy.  This energy is then used to produce more stem cells and leaves.  Hence the plant grows.  Scientifically we can explain what happens.  But the miracle of life is still a mystery to us.  It’s a mystery how the plant produces the meristem tissue in the seed to begin with.  The DNA sequencing that tells the plant how to do it comes from God. 

When one of us plants a garden, we know that we’re pretty much at the mercy of the weather.  Sure, we can water for a while to get the plantings started but in the long-run we have to have some rain or else the plants will die.  When we plant the seeds, we don’t worry about how the plant is growing.  We may stay up late hoping to see some much-needed rain but we can’t cause it to rain.  Our worrying about the rain won’t make it happen.  Yet I’m sure there have been times when all of us worried about whether our garden would die or not because of the lack of rain.

God is saying the same thing here relating to the Kingdom of God.  We can’t worry about the Kingdom’s growth. We can’t worry about whether our church, New Life MCC or any church, is going to still be here 50 years from now.  Worrying isn’t going to change anything.  We must take our responsibility to do all we can and let the Holy Spirit work through us to bring God’s Kingdom to our community and the surrounding communities.  But we must remember that God is the one who brings the increase NOT US.  We must have faith and patience.

Oh, patience.  That’s a tough one.  We ALL need to learn patience.  A seed doesn’t produce a fruit in a day.  A seed slowly grows to maturity.  A mother’s seed takes nine months to produce a child.  A farmer’s seed takes months also to reach maturity. But we don’t like to wait.  We want everything NOW: instant tea, instant coffee, drive-thru restaurants, instant TV and computers with 'no' waiting.  The Kingdom of God takes time.  After the seed is sown, we must be patient for it to mature.

Dr. Brokoff again relates how for decades Westerners had preached to the people of Nigeria and got no results.  Nigerians did not want religion of any kind other than their own.  Since the late 70’s however Nigerians have been turning to Christ in overwhelming numbers.  They are so hungry for the Word that there are not enough workers to bring in the harvest.  Over 6,000 Nigerians had joined churches by 1990 with over 200 churches built.  The seed of God took time to mature.

You and I have to learn not be get discouraged.  Our job is to plant the seed and let God bring the increase.  When we do good deeds, because of our human nature, we want to see immediate results.  Remember that Jesus and the disciples taught the people in Palestine for many years and they too, didn’t see much result.  Pastors have to be constantly reminded that we are to only plant the seed and let God bring about the increase.  We all need to have patience.  We all need to accept the assurance that God will bring about the increase from our humble plantings.

The last point I want to make about smallness has to do with the sower.  You and I cast the seed out.  Without you and I the seed would not get planted.  It would not even have a chance to grow.  Casting the seed is akin to putting on a green.  A golfing friend told me that you should never lag a put.  I asked why and he said because the object of the game is to put the ball in the hole and if you lag it, it will NEVER have a chance to go in the hole.  
The Bible does not give any distinction between types of sowers.  It does give distinctions regarding types of soil upon which the seed is received but not regarding the sower.  There is no ‘smallness’ or ‘bigness’ regarding sowers.  We are all equal.  Your sowing is no less important than that of a pastor or bishop.  We all are charged equally with sowing the seed of love of Jesus Christ in the world.

So, today, hear me when I say that we ALL are important to the plan of God regarding the Creator’s plans for the Kingdom here on earth.  We have been selected to be a sower.  We ALL have been selected not because of our greatness or smallness.  We have ALL been selected because God needs us.  When we sow the Creator’s seed, we need to believe and be assured that from the smallness of our seed, greatness will come forth.  

Thank you, Creator for your incomparable gift of your son Jesus Christ!

In Jesus Name.   Amen.

