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Scripture – Mark 5:21-43
The Gospel today contains the story of two individuals.  It is the story of two persons who step out in faith for Jesus to heal them or someone they love.  It is the story of miraculous healings by Jesus.

It is all that, but it is also more than that.  Today I want us to look at these two stories in maybe a different light than you have looked at them before.  I want us to look at these two stories as callings to servanthood.  Both of these stories are found in three of the four Gospels – Matthew, Mark and Luke.  The stories are basically the same in each Gospel but with some minor differences.  All three Gospel writers evidently found these stories to be imperative in explaining to others about their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The theme of the Gospel of Mark can be found in Mark 10:45 which says, “For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  That theme, that is, Jesus came to serve, is how I want us look at these stories today.

To set the scene, we need to go back to Mark 5:1 where we find Jesus and His disciples crossing over the Sea of Galilee to the country of the Gerasenes.  After arriving and leaving their boat, they come upon a demoniac in a cemetery who is possessed by many unclean spirits.  This poor man had been living among the tombs with chains put on his hands and feet by the townspeople.  When Jesus approached him, He had compassion on him, became a servant and cast out his demons.  The demons called themselves Legion and asked Jesus to be allowed to possess some neighboring swine.  Jesus agreed. They then entered the swine, who in turn ran over the bank into the sea and drowned.  The herdsmen then went into town after their swine drowned in the sea, told the townspeople what had happened and they in turn became angry with Jesus, telling Him to leave town.  For you see, Jesus had ruined the herdsmen’s livelihood by allowing the demons to possess their swine which eventually killed themselves by running off the cliff into the sea.  Jesus was disrupting their lives.  He was costing them money.  So, Jesus and the disciples left and went back across the Sea of Galilee to the other side which brings us to our text today.

Starting in verse 21 we find Jesus and the disciples among a great crowd.  That within itself was nothing unusual as great crowds followed Jesus wherever He went.

One of the Jewish leaders, Jairus, comes to Jesus out of the crowd.  Jairus, the Scripture tells us, is a ruler of the synagogue.  According to Barclay, the ruler of the synagogue was the administrative head of the synagogue and president of the Board of Elders that were responsible for the good management of the synagogue and for the conduct of the services.  In short, he was one of the most important and responsible men in the community.  And here, this important man was risking his reputation coming to Jesus for help.  Certainly, he had a lot to lose if he was seen with Jesus who was a rebel to whom the Pharisees had many unkind things to say about.  But Jairus came anyway, out of faith, to save his 12-year-old daughter.  He was, as Barclay said, man enough to abandon his prejudice for his daughter’s sake. He asks Jesus to come to his home, Jesus says yes, and goes with him.
Note that Jesus didn’t say –

· Ah, I don’t you.  I don’t know if I can go with you.  If the other leaders of the synagogue see you with me it could cause problems for both of us.  OR

· Oh, I’m sorry Jairus.  I’m awful busy right now.  I mean, with all these people crowding around me with problems, I just don’t think I can go today.  Can you come back tomorrow?

No.  Jesus had compassion on Jairus.  Jesus’ FIRST and only concern was to serve.  Jairus was a man who had a problem.  Jesus therefore went as requested.  The Scripture doesn’t say Jesus had to think about it.  It says in verse 24, “So he went with him.”
How about you and me?  Do we, when someone calls us or comes to us for help in an inopportune time, respond out of love right away and help them or do we find some excuse not to go?  Do we ask ourselves, “What Would Jesus Do?”

I’m reminded of a time in my own life when I was put in such a situation.  I was an undergraduate student at Michigan State University at the time.  It was Sunday evening before I had a two-hour final in Psychology at 7:45 am the next morning.  There was a knock on my door late at night.  It was my Middle Eastern neighbor down the hall of my dorm.  He was a Muslim whom I had been sharing Jesus with on occasion.  I asked him what he wanted.  He said he wanted to talk and learn more about Jesus.  I thought for a moment about my final the next morning, almost said no, but instead said okay and we talked about Jesus until after 4 am the next morning.  After he left, I found couldn’t sleep so I stayed up the remaining time before the exam.  I went and took the exam at the appointed time, praying before I entered that God would help me recall what I had studied earlier.  When I went a few days later to see my score posted outside his office I saw a note opposite my student number that said “See me”.  I thought, oh no, I either flunked the exam or I’m in trouble.  The professor called me into his office and proceeded to tell me that I had aced the final exam meaning that I did not miss a single question.  He told me I had to have cheated because NO ONE in his many years of teaching had ever aced his final exam.  After recovering from the initial shock, with a smile, I told him I did not cheat on the exam and that my Lord helped me recall all that I had learned.  My Middle Eastern friend had come at an inopportune time the night before but I responded, out of love for him, by sharing Jesus and the Lord did the rest.,
Back to our Scripture.  After Jesus’ encounter with Jairus, along comes a woman with a 12-year issue of blood.
It’s important to understand that this woman’s problem was a terrible thing in Jesus’ day.  In fact, it would be a terrible problem today too.  The Law says in Leviticus 15:25-27 these words: “If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days [12 years can definitely be called many days], not at the time of her impurity [that is her regular cycle], or if she has a discharge of blood beyond the time of her impurity [again during her regular cycle], all the days of the discharge she shall continue in uncleanness, as in the days if her impurity.”

That, church, says that this poor woman has continuously been unclean for 12-years!  That means she has been shut out from worshipping her God in the Temple and her synagogue and from being in contact with her family and Jewish friends for 12-years.  What a terrible situation.  Then she touches Jesus’ garment.  According to the Law, Jesus is now unclean too.  By Law, He had every right to rebuke her for touching Him and making Him unclean too.  But instead, He loved her and became a servant.  He asked, in verse 30, “Who touched my clothes?”  When she confessed that it was her, He told her, in verse 24, “Daughter, your faith has made you well: go in peace and be healed of your disease.”  Notice, again, Jesus takes the non-traditional road here.  Instead of opting for what was accepted by society (i.e. Jewish Law) He became a servant and met the woman’s need.
In both of these situations, the people coming to be healed are ones that society might question their motives.  They were “people on the periphery” that Jesus had, according to the Law, every right to refuse to help.  But He didn’t.

The questions to us are these:

· are we willing to be the servant of all come to us for help?  If a person walked into our church, off the street, unclean (like a prostitute), would we panic or would we reach out and love them?
· are we willing, when someone calls us or comes to us for help in an inopportune time, to respond out of love right away and help them?

· are we willing, during the Covid pandemic, to do all we can to reach out to help those affected by the pandemic by offering food, rides to doctors, or ride to get their vaccine?

God loves each one of us when we are filthy dirty with sin and puts no qualifiers on it. God doesn’t say ‘I’ll love you but you need to clean up your act first’.  God doesn’t say ‘I’ll only continue to love you if you don’t commit those sins again that you repented of doing’.  No.  God doesn’t put qualifiers on the Lord’s love for us.  God loves us just because God loves us.  And God expects us to do the same with others.  Jesus did the same by putting no qualifiers on His love.  We must not either.
Jesus loved everyone then and loves everyone now.  He found great joy in serving everyone He came in contact with.  Let us go forth this day with the knowledge and deep-felt love in our hearts to be like the Master, like our Lord Jesus Christ, and BE SERVANTS OF ALL.

In Jesus Name.  Amen.
