1

LOOK UPON THE CROSS
by

Rev. Dawn Flynn

March 14, 2021 (New Life MCC)

Scripture - John 3:14-21

Today’s story is part of the discourse between Jesus and the Jewish Pharisee named Nicodemus.

It's a story that is familiar to many of us.  It is a story of inquiry.  It is a story of searching for answers to life.  It is a story of a man who, even though bound by tradition, knows there is more to life than what he has been taught.  It is a story of a Savior who reaches out to a man who is seeking the truth to life.

It is a neat story.  It's a story that we find ourselves getting involved with.  As we read it, we can feel and see Nicodemus asking Jesus his questions.  We feel like we could easily have been Nicodemus.

Nicodemus was a well known and respected Pharisee.  He was raised in the tradition that the Messiah would come and bring Israel back to its days of glory as in the time of King David.  He also believed that the Messiah would lead the people against their oppressors, the Romans, and be a great military leader. 

Nicodemus knew that the followers of this man Jesus were calling Him the Messiah.  But Jesus didn't have the look of a military leader.  He just was not that kind of leader.  Yet, he also knew He was more than just a man.  He had to know for himself.  He wasn't satisfied with what the other Pharisees were telling him.  He had to talk to Jesus and find out for himself.

So, Nicodemus goes to see Jesus.  He goes at night, in secret, so the other Pharisees would not see him.  When he found Jesus, he immediately acknowledged Jesus as a teacher come from God.  Jesus sees in Nicodemus a searching heart and reaches out to him.  Jesus tells him, in verse 3 of John Chapter 3, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God."

We can sense Nicodemus's confusion.  Born again?  What does that mean?  In fact, in verse 4, Nicodemus asks Jesus, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb?" All Nicodemus could see was the earthly.  He could not see the spiritual significance of Jesus' statement.

Again, Jesus sees into Nicodemus's heart and says to him in verse 5, 
"Unless one is born of Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Now, the truth is evident.  One has to born again spiritually.  One has to be born again 'of God'.  One has to 'put on' God's nature to enter into the Kingdom of God.

But how does that happen?

Jesus goes on to explain in the Scriptural text for today.  Starting in verse 14, the writer of the Gospel of John says, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believes in him may have eternal life."  There's the answer.  Nicodemus was familiar with the story of Moses lifting the serpent in the wilderness.

In the Old Testament, in Numbers 21 we find the story Jesus is referring to.  Aaron, the high priest and Moses’ brother, has just died on Mount Hor.  The people mourn for Aaron for thirty days and then leave Mount Hor.  But as they set out to go around the land of Edom, the Scripture says, they murmur against the Lord and Moses, complaining about being led out in to the wilderness to die with no food and water.  The Lord was angry with the people and sent fiery serpents among the people.  Whenever anyone was bit by a serpent they died.  The people, realizing they had sinned, asked Moses to plead their case before the Lord.  Moses prayed and the Lord told Moses in Numbers 21:8-9, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live".  So, Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole and if a serpent bit any man and he looked at the bronze serpent, he would live.

Clearly the serpent was a type of Christ- a type of Messiah.  As humankind is bitten by the satanic serpents of sin, humankind suffers spiritual death.  And as the bronze serpent was lifted up in the wilderness for those bitten by the fiery serpents to look upon and live, so the Christ was lifted up for our sins and all who look upon Him will be saved from the penalty of sin.  
Those words, since they were recalled by the Holy Spirit to the writer of the Gospel of John, must also be words of life to you and me.  If we look upon Jesus on the cross, He, who was lifted up as the Pascal lamb for our sins, will save us from the penalty of our sin.

But is just looking upon the cross enough for salvation?  I dare say no.  We must, in addition to looking upon the cross, believe. In Acts 16:31, Peter tells the crowd at Pentecost, when they ask what they must we do to be saved, says, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."

What does 'believe' entail?  To believe means to:

1. Accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

2. Accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.

3. Do the commands of the Lord God as outlined in Mark 12:29-31 in the two great commandments that say, "You shall love the Lord your God will all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. And the second is this, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these."

Today, there are two basic questions we have to ask ourselves:

1. Have we accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior?  If we haven't, we need to do that now before its too late.  Tomorrow may never come.  Today may be the last day that God will give us to live.

2. If we have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, then does our life reflect that belief?  Are we truly loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength?  Or is our life for Christ only a 'token life', that is, we only live a Christian life when it's convenient?
We are in the Lenten Season.  Lent is a time of reflection and repentance.  We need to reflect on what it means to 'Look Upon the Cross'.  To ‘Look Upon the Cross’ means to 'Look Upon Christ'.  To 'Look Upon Christ' means to acknowledge our sin, mourn for our sin, repent of our sin, and live for Christ everyday.  Each of us needs to look honestly at our lives and determine if our life is truly in line with what the Lord God expects it to be.  If it is not, then we must move to make it right.

No matter what we have done in our life, Jesus promises He will forgive us if we repent and come to Him.  If you need to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, please listen to the Lord's plea within you and make that decision today.  Jesus loves you and died for you.  Don't let another day go by without coming to Him and feeling His forgiveness.  Before this day ends, be filled with a new joy in your heart!
In Jesus Name.  Amen.
