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Scripture – Jeremiah 31:31-34

Have you ever noticed how much life styles in America have changed since the 18th century?  A few things different include women then wore tight fitting corsets, long dresses and their hair tightly curled or piled on top of their heads.  Men wore shirts with lacy collars and wigs with ribbons in them like Thomas Jefferson.  

If you ever want to see fashion change quickly all you have to do is watch how the fashion of teenagers change.  They change so fast you can hardly keep up with them!  When I was a teen, the ‘coolest’ thing for guys to wear was old jeans.  New jeans just weren’t cool.  Your jeans weren’t supposed to have tears in them but it was cool for them to have a lot of light areas on them or even to have frayed leg edges.

Another hot thing for teens in the 60’s and 70’s were tattoos.  Not everyone could wear tattoos.  Most parents didn’t like them therefore the kids that wore them the most were the rebellious kids – the ones we used to call hoods.  They loved tattoos, especially ones that had their girlfriend’s names on them.  Today tattoos are worn by a special segment of our society, most commonly by those who like to ride motorcycles and wear black leather jackets.  Again, that segment of our society is regarded by many as including those who have a rebellious spirit.  Those who don’t conform to society.  Those who want to make a statement.

In our Scripture today, the prophet Jeremiah is telling the Hebrew nation, and all of us as well, that God is going to make us different.  God is going to change us and make us so different that we won’t conform to society’s standards.  God is going to change us from the inside out and make us so different that the world will stop and take notice.  

 Jeremiah says that God is going to make a new covenant with the people that God has set apart.  This covenant doesn’t mean that the old covenant was bad.  Rather it means that it is a renewal or improvement, if you will, on the old covenant.  You see, the old covenant, The Law, was perfect but we, because of our humanness and sinfulness, couldn’t do our part.  We couldn’t keep it the way we needed to.  Because of the love God has for us is so great and God doesn’t want us and our Creator to be separated, God decided to make a new covenant with us.  This new covenant will be written in our hearts.  Listen again to verse 33 again: “I will put my law within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”

You see, God wants to tattoo our hearts, if you will, with our Creator’s love so that it becomes a permanent part of us.  I don’t know about you, but I would be willing to have that kind of tattoo.  Today, there are two distinct kinds of tattoos – temporary tattoos that wash off with water and permanent tattoos that are dyed into the skin with a writing pen.  The permanent kind can’t wash off.  They are there to stay.  They are truly permanent.  Before putting a permanent tattoo on someone, the tattoo artist asks the recipient one last time if they truly want a PERMANENT TATOO.  Only after they are given the option to refuse and still say they want it, does the tattoo artist go on with their work.

God doesn’t make us receive this permanent tattoo of our hearts.  God kindly asks us if we would become heirs to the promise of Abraham but that acceptance is never forced upon us.  If we accept and let God tattoo our hearts, oh what a difference it makes in our lives.  The love God gives us, through forgiveness of our sins made available by the shed blood of Jesus Christ on Calvary’s cross, changes us forever.  That is the writing of God’s covenant onto our hearts that Jeremiah was talking about.  That permanence can only come by accepting Jesus Christ as our personal savior.

So today, remember Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for your sins.  But also remember that God has tattooed your heart with your Creator’s love.   If you have given your life to Jesus, you belong to God and that tattoo is permanent.  Oh, yes, you will fall out of grace and sin.  But God will pursue you and eventually bring you back.  God doesn’t want to lose you.  Your Creator loves you so much that Jesus came into the world to die for you.  Salvation is a personal thing.  When Jesus hung on the cross, He had your and my name on His lips.  That should be enough proof of how much God loves us.  Tell God how much you regret your sins and accept your Savior’s forgiveness.  And as Jesus told the woman caught in adultery in John 8:11, “Neither do I condemn you, go, and sin no more.”

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

