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Hosanna in the highest!
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March 28, 2021 (New Life MCC)

Palm Sunday

Palm Scripture: Mark 11:1-11

Everyone loves a parade.  Seeing the floats, bands, acrobats, clowns always made me excited.  As I got older, I liked watching the parents and kids almost as much as watching the parade.  I loved to see the excitement on the faces of the kids as they watched the parade and the excitement on the faces of their parents as they enjoyed the great fun their kids were having.
My favorite parade as a kid, and probably the favorite for every kid in the world, was the Thanksgiving Parade.  The excitement of waiting for Santa Clause to come at the end of the parade was sometimes almost unbearable.  But when he came around the corner and I got my first glimpse of him, it was all worth it.  His triumphant entry into my view brought tears of joy to my face and excitement to my soul.  Yea!  Christmas was officially here!
I’m sure those same feelings were felt by most of the people present on the special day that we celebrate as Palm Sunday now.  That special day described in our Palm Scripture when Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem for the Passover Week.  Like Santa, He was the symbol of joy, excitement, and anticipation.  For many of His day, He was the hope of a new life as they believed His presence in the city signaled the beginning of a new day.  For they were sure He was going to bring salvation by leading an army to overthrow the great oppressor, Rome, and bring Israel back to its days of glory.  The excitement expressed itself in the waving of palm branches and laying of coats on the road, all signs of honor and respect for their new leader.
Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 11, verses 8-9 describes Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem this way: “Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road”.  In John 12:13, John says the branches were from palm trees.  The crowd then shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  The word 'Hosanna' means 'save us'.  It is also a prayer of help addressed to God.  On the 7th day of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jews would march around waving palm branches that were called 'hosannas'.  So 'hosanna' also refers to a prayer to God to restore, protect, and prosper His people.  More specifically, in our story, it is a prayer for Jesus the King, to restore, protect, and prosper God's people. 

The palm tree that grew in Palestine was typically the date palm.  It lived from 100-200 years.  It had many uses.  The branches were used to thatch roofs.  The trunks were used to make fences. The fronds were used to make floor mats and baskets.  Wax, sugar, oil, and resin were extracted from its trunk and branches.  In Leviticus 23 the Scripture says the palm is "a goodly tree".  In Psalm 92 the Scripture says it is a symbol of "prosperity".  It is also known that it denotes "victory".  The palm tree is known in first century Palestine to be a symbol of victory.  The waving of the palm branches by the people told Jesus that they were sharing with Him a symbol of their livelihood.  They were giving themselves to Him, their new king. But Jesus was not the leader they had hoped for.  He was not the military leader to overthrow Rome.  Yes, He did bring a new day but not in the way the people had hoped for or would understand.

During that week in Jerusalem, Jesus would walk down a very different road.  As our Passion Scripture so painfully describes, His journey was one filled with betrayal, rejection, scandal, torture, pain, and death.  All of which was necessary in order to fulfill His mission as described in Isaiah 53:4-9 which says:
Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him, the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter and as sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  By oppression and judgment, he was taken away.  Yet who of his generation protested?  For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished.  He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.”
Yes, Jesus suffered and did die a horrible painful death at Calvary as described by the Prophet Isaiah 700 years before Jesus was born and by all four Gospel writers.  Not a good ending for a triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

When Jesus breathed His last after suffering for 6 long hours, nailed to a cross in scorching heat, it seemed to everyone that all hope was lost.  Even those closest to Jesus felt it was all over.  The one they had placed so much hope He would bring about a new life, was now gone.  No one had the true knowledge of God’s will for them except Jesus. Who would they turn to now?

Yet, as the disciples contemplated all that had just transpired, memories of the many things Jesus had told them over the last 3 years kept creeping into their minds.  Things like: 
· You are the salt of the earth.

· You are the light of the world.

· Do not lay up treasures on earth but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.

· Do not be anxious about tomorrow.

· Judge not that you be not judged.

· Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you;

· The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.

· Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.
· Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

· Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and it will be opened to you for everyone who asks receives, and to the one who seeks finds, and knocks it will be opened.

· Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
· For if any person would come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me
· For whoever would save their life will lose it and whoever loses their life, for my sake, will find it.

· In the world you have tribulation but be of good cheer for I have overcome the world.
· It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counselor will not come to you.  But if I go away, I will send the Counselor to you who will convince the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.

· Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.

We, too, need to remember Jesus’ words of hope.  We, too, need to sing Hosannas to God and ask Jesus to restore, protect, and prosper us as the people did when they received Jesus into Jerusalem and shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”.  We, too, need to live and believe in our hearts that Jesus can do all that He said He would do.  

Like the Apostles, we also need to believe that even though at times it all seems impossible (like during the Covid pandemic), that Jesus is somehow going to make everything work out right.  We need to believe that there is more to all that happened during Holy Week than what we know and see now.  After all, it was Jesus, God’s Promised One, that made those promises and Jesus can do anything.

In Jesus Name.  Amen.
