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Scripture - John 3:1-17.

Birth is such a beautiful thing.

I remember as a young child how I asked my mother if I could go to our neighbor’s house and put my head up to her stomach and listen to the baby inside.  We were good friends with our neighbors so Mom took me over to her house and they both laughed as I put my head against her stomach and heard a baby for the first time.  I can still remember that experience.  It left an indelible mark on my memory.  I couldn’t control my excitement.  You would have thought it was my child!

I remember when my two boys were born.  I was fortunate in that I was able to be present when both of them were born.  The joy I experienced was indescribable.  The whole time was so exciting for me.  It was so overwhelming that I had a hard time controlling my tears of joy.

For those of you who have children, I know you could share similar joyful experiences about the birth of your children.  It was a time you will always remember as long as you live.  Spiritual rebirth is also a time of great joy.   What is the significance of this rebirth or new birth in our lives?  That’s the subject of our lesson today.

Our text is the familiar story of Nicodemus coming to Jesus.

Nicodemus was a Pharisee.  He was a member of a group of devote Jews that were trying to live a perfect life according to the Mosaic Law.  Nicodemus was trying very hard to be the best he could be for God.  But when he met Jesus, he knew there was more to pleasing God.  So, he came by night to talk to Jesus.

The question to you and me is this: when we recognize that our life is not in tune with God’s will, do we go to Jesus, in the night and talk with Him like Nicodemus did?

Jesus gladly and lovingly received Nicodemus.  Nicodemus risked a lot by coming to see Jesus.  If his fellow Pharisees saw him, he could have lost his influence and position.  But he knew that he had to go.  He risked it all because he knew there was more to life.

When anyone comes to Jesus and is baptized, they recognize that there is more to life then what they are living.  Being a Christian involves taking risks.  It involves taking dangerous risks all our lives.  These risks come with openly proclaiming to the world through our words and actions that we are followers of Jesus Christ.  We may be in this world but we are not of this world.  Our lives will only conform to the call of Jesus Christ in our lives.  That is part of the new birth.

Jesus told Nicodemus in verse 3, “...Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.”  Going further in verse 5, Jesus clarifies His statement by saying, “...Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the Kingdom of God.”  What does that mean?  It means that until we accept Jesus Christ in our hearts as our Lord and receive God’s gift of the Holy Spirit within us: 

· we will not be able to do Jesus’ will.

· we will not be able to resist temptation.  

· we will not be able to respond to Jesus’ urgings and callings to do things in his Name. 

· we will not be able to see the kingdom of God in this world.

· we will not have the Holy Spirit within us to guide us.

The only way that we can survive spiritually and become a child of God is through baptism.  Baptism with water is a visible and outward sign of the receiving of an inner and spiritual grace.  Baptism is acknowledging God’s love and saying that we understand that we are sinners.

· That allows the world know that we are Christian.

· That allows the world know that we are different now.

· That allows the world know that our values are in line with God and Jesus Christ our Lord.

· That allows the world know that we recognize that we cannot live a life for God without Jesus Christ.

All of us when we were baptized should have said in our hearts these things because we recognize that we are all sinners.  The Apostle Paul says in Romans 3:23,
“... All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Yet God’s infinite love for you and me didn’t want us to remain separated for all eternity by our sin.  So, God provided the avenue for us to not only be forgiven but also to live with our Creator throughout all eternity.

At the end of our story today Jesus tells Nicodemus in verse 16:“For God so loved the world that the Creator gave the Promised One, our Savior Jesus the Christ, that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  A spiritual new birth signifies a new beginning.

All of us need to look at our lives and determine whether we have been faithful to our baptisms.

· Are we moving on to perfection, as John Wesley says?
· Are we leaving those actions we did before our baptism behind or are we still holding on to them?
· Are we stepping out in faith and responding as the Prophet Isaiah did in Isaiah 6:8 when the Lord asked whom shall I send by saying: “Here am I; send me!”?
Praise God for the Creator’s incomparable gift of Jesus Christ the Promised One!  Who came to this world to show us God’s love for us through His life and sacrifice!  Thank God for Jesus’ death and resurrection that, by it, eternal death has been conquered for those who accept Jesus as their personal Savior!  Thank God for our new birth in Jesus Christ!  Thank God for the Holy Spirit that, as part of our new birth, guides us, strengthens us and changes us, day by day, into new creations for God’s use!

To God be the glory forever and ever!

In Jesus Name.  Amen.
