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Scripture - Psalm 138

During this Thanksgiving season, we, as a people, focus on giving thanks for our many blessings.  We as Christians, also focus on giving thanks to God for the incomparable gift of life through the promised son Jesus Christ.

So, I've titled this message - The Reasons I Give Thanks to appropriately focus on giving thanks to God.  But I want it to be clear that the pronoun 'I' in the title is not just reflective of the feelings of the speaker.  I want you, the listener to God's Word today, to put yourself into the title.  Therefore, I'm going to make this sermon an 'Interactive Sermon".  After I share God's Word regarding each of the reasons for giving thanks, we are going to, as the Body of Christ, confirm our thanksgiving, by repeating it together.  Bear with me.  You'll understand after we do the first one.

If we look closely at the verses of the beautiful Psalm 138 read just a few moments ago, I believe we can find six reasons for giving thanks. 

The First and Second reasons are together in verse 2 which reads. "I will worship toward the holy temple, and praise your name for your loving kindness and for your truth, for you have magnified your Word above your name".

The First reason I give thanks are for God's loving kindness and truth.  Some other translations use the words steadfast love and faithfulness which I like better.

What is steadfast love?  Steadfast means "firm, constant, unchanging".  God's love is just that - firm, constant and unchanging. 

The Hebrew writer says in Hebrews 13:8, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever."

That is constant and unchanging.  We worship a God who, throughout history, has been constant and unchanging in the promise made to our father Abraham when God said in Genesis 17:7, "And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your seed after you in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto you, and to your seed after you."

I rejoice this day and everyday, giving thanks to God and Jesus Christ who have steadfast love for me and for all of creation.  And that love is unchanging and everlasting.  

The Second reason we are thankful is for God’s faithfulness.  Faithfulness means "being loyal and dependable".  God certainly is loyal and dependable.  No more loyal friend can we have then God and Jesus our brother.

Jesus said in John 15:13, "Greater love has no one than this that anyone lay down their life for their friends."  Brothers and sisters, Jesus laid down His life for you and for me.  He therefore considered us His friends.  According to Jesus, you can't get anymore loyal than that.

Listen to the words of the Prophet Jeremiah in Lamentations 3:22-24, where he says, "It is the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because the Lord’s compassions do not fail.  They are new every morning.  Great is God’s faithfulness.  The Lord is my portion, says my soul; therefore, I will hope in the Lord."  Brothers and sisters, you would be hard pressed to find more hopeful and joyful words than these, "…the Lord’s compassions do not fail and they are new every morning".  In other words, the Lord’s mercies and generosity to us continues to be given to us every morning.  That's unbelievable news my friends.  As Jeremiah said, "The Lord is my portion, says my soul therefore I will hope in the Lord."

The only everlasting hope is given by God and that hope is in the person of Jesus Christ.  Oh, how we give thanks to God for the everlasting hope in Jesus!
I love Christian songs.  The words of the songs the Lord has inspired gifted persons to write stirs my heart as I know they do yours. One universal song sung across all traditions is "Great is Thy Faithfulness".  The words were written by Thomas Chisholm in 1923 who took them from Lamentations 3:22-23.  Listen to these God inspired words about God’s faithfulness -

Great is thy faithfulness, o God; 
there is no shadow of turning wit thee;

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,

sun, moon and stars in their courses above

join with all nature in manifold witness

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is thy faithfulness! 

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

all I have needed thy hand has provided;

great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Oh yes, I give thanks for the Lord’s steadfast love and faithfulness.  Now repeat after me and reaffirm in your heart the same thanksgiving and say -I give thanks for the Lord’s steadfast love and faithfulness.  I give thanks for the Lord’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Thirdly, I give thanks for God’s greatness.  In verse 2 we also hear the psalmist say, 
"For you have magnified your word above your name."

The Psalms are rich in proclaiming God's greatness.  Among my favorites are:

Psalm 8 where we hear these words - "Oh, Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth!  Who has set your glory above the heavens" 

Psalm 19 where we hear these words - "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows the Lord’s handiwork"

Psalm 111 where we hear these words - "Praise the Lord!  I will praise the Lord with my 
whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation".

For a lot of Christians, one of their favorite hymns is the song 'How Great Thou Art' where we sing such words as -

O Lord my God!

When I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands have made,

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,

thy power through out the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul my Savior God to thee;

How great thou art,

How great thou art,

Then sings my soul my Savior God to thee;

How great thou art,

How great thou art.

Why is this hymn a favorite with so many Christians you may ask?  I believe it's because it so richly says in words what our heart feels about how we magnify and feel about our God and Creator. It so richly praises our Lord who is our creator and sustainer.

Oh yes, I give thanks for God's greatness.  Now repeat after me and reaffirm in your heart the same thanksgiving and say - I give thanks for God’s greatness.  I give thanks for God’s greatness.
Fourthly, I give thanks to God for caring for me.
In Psalm 138, verse 3, the psalmist writes, "In the day when I cried out, you answered me, and strengthened me with 
strength in my soul."

How many times have you cried out to God in despair?  All of us cry out to God in despair.  All of us have problems that can best be described as problems only God can solve.  All of us are good at getting ourselves into all kinds of messes.  And all of us have, or will have, times in our lives where nothing less than God's care and strength will suffice.  That can truly bre said during these Covid pandemic times which seem to never end.  That is, times when only God's arms around us will give us peace and comfort to go on.  And of those many times that we've cried out to God for help, how many times has the Lord answered?  I venture to say that even though we don't always get the answer we want, the Lord always answers.  And when the Lord does answer, it strengthens our soul.  It strengthens us so that we can go on.  The Psalms are again good for giving us words that express our despair so eloquently.  Read the Psalms as they are God's way of helping us express our feelings and also to give us hope.

Yes, I am thankful for the Lord’s caring for me. I am thankful especially in sending Jesus, the Promised One, to die for me and you. Now repeat after me and reaffirm in your heart the same thanksgiving and say - I am thankful for the Lord’s caring for me. I am thankful for the Lord’s caring for me. 
Fifthly and lastly, I give thanks for the Lord’s mercy.  In Psalm 138:6 we read, "Though the Lord be high, yet he has respect for the lowly; but the proud the Lord 
know from afar."

God has mercy on you and me every day.  The Lord has respect for lowly, you and me, and looks down on us and gives us mercy and forgiveness. And God requires us to have that same forgiveness and mercy for others.  In Micah 6:8, the prophet writes - "And what does the Lord require of you, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.”
John 18:37 says that when Pilate asked him if He was a king, Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.  For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  Jesus himself said it.  He came into this world to live among us and to die for our sins, finishing God’s plan from Genesis to send a redeemer to save you and me and show us mercy.  And Jesus’ faithfulness to that call crowned Him king of all kings.  Rev. 1:5 says, “Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth, to him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood…”  

Of yes, I am thankful for the Lord’s forgiveness and mercy. Now repeat after me and reaffirm in your heart the same thanksgiving and say -I am thankful for the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. I am thankful for the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness.
Oh, Thanksgiving is certainly a day for giving thanks to the Lord for our blessings.  But should not each day of our life be a day of thanksgiving?  
This Thanksgiving season reflect on the reasons you are thankful.  Don't take God's blessings for granted.  Each is a gift because the Lord loves you.  And as Psalm 138, verse 1 says, "I will praise you with my whole heart; before the gods will I sing praise to you."

In Jesus Name.   Amen.

