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First Sunday in Advent

Scripture – Luke 21:25-36

So that you know at the beginning of this sermon, I am not going to preach on Charles Dickens famous novel, “Great Expectations”.  It just so happens the titles of his story and my sermon are the same and that’s where the similarity ends.

The Christmas season is upon us.  This is the first Sunday in Advent.  

We know from our Bible studies that Jesus told His disciples that He would return again to the earth.  So, let me ask you this question – Would you be more surprised if Christ returned tomorrow or if He did not return tomorrow?

In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, Chapter 3, verses 9-13 we read these words, “For what thanksgiving can we render to God for you, for all the joy which we feel for your sake before our God, praying earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith?  Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you; and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all men, as we do to you, so that He [Christ] may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”

It appears that the apostle Paul is praying for day-to-day expressions of the Thessalonian Christians’ faith, anchored in the present BUT against the backdrop of the return of Christ.  In other words, they need to be ready for His return.  To what extent do we, in today’s world and time, agree with that?  

I would venture to say that most of us would answer my first question about Jesus coming by saying we would be more surprised if Christ returned tomorrow.  Why do we lack expectation?

In our Scripture for today in Luke 21, Jesus tells us what will happen in the world when He returns.  He tells us the signs to be looking for.  He then goes on in verses 34-36 to tell us to be ready.  Verse 36 says, “But watch at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  Jesus tells us to be ready and expect His return.

What does this have to do with Christmas you may ask?  Aren’t we supposed to be looking at the meaning of Jesus coming to the world the first time?  Yes, we do look at the meaning of why Jesus came to the world over 2,000 years ago.  But intimately tied in with that is His return.  For you see, if we believe He did come and died on the cross at Calvary for our sins, we must also believe that He raised on Easter morning, ascending to live with the Creator in heaven, awaiting the appointed time to return to take the faithful home to live with Him forever.  When Jesus came to the world the first time, and died on the cross, He gave the world hope.  That hope is what we affirm in our looking forward to in His Second Coming.  That hope is what becomes our purpose for living.

But we are living like that hope is not a part of our lives.  We are not living with expectation.  We are living with a lack of expectation.  Do we not have expectation because we really don’t believe He will return at all in our lifetime?  Maybe we don’t believe He will return in our lifetime because we believe that all the stated precursors in the Scriptures haven’t occurred.  Maybe they haven’t all occurred, but that does not give us cause for not having great expectations.  Without great expectations and belief that He will come AT ANY TIME, there is no urgency to share the gospel.  Jesus said in Luke 21:36, “be alert at all times.”  

I love Negro spiritual songs.  Have you ever really listened to the words of them carefully?  They were deeply moving songs.    For example, ‘Soon I will be done with the troubles of this world.  I’m going to live with God’, ‘Swing low, sweet chariot, comin’ for to carry me home,’ ‘I got a home in gloryland that outshines the sun.’  These people sang these songs because they had great expectations. They were living a depressed and poor life but were able to see ahead of it, seeing the glory of the next life.  Have we, in our comfort and prosperity, lost our ability to look forward to the hope of heaven?  Have we lost our interest in Jesus’ Second Coming?

In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians, he tells them in verse 12 to “…increase and abound in love for one another.”  If you and I were to do that, we would eliminate bigotry and racism.  We would become more charitable in sharing the blessings that God has blessed us with.  We would be looking for new ways to offer our talents to the church, maybe in areas we had not considered before.  We would not refuse to help others in need when it was inconvenient for us.  We would take time to pray daily for God to make us more holy.  We would not end the question of asking ‘what would Jesus do’ with a question but end it by taking action.

Living a life of great expectation is living a life full of joy.  It is living a life that is alive with hope and assurance.  It is living a life that is grounded in the knowledge that Jesus came to this world to die for our sins and that He will come again to fulfill His promise to take His church home to live with Him forever.  It is living a life like today is the last day God will allow us to live.  It is living life to the fullest with joy.

This holiday season, live your life with joy.  Expect Jesus’ return tomorrow and reach out in love to all you meet – reach out knowing that Jesus’ life changed you and also changes others for all eternity.    
In Jesus Name.  Amen.

