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GIVING FROM THE HEART
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November 7, 2021 (New Life MCC)

Scripture – Mark 12:38-44
All of us, at some time in our lives, have given our resources to others in their time of need.  It may have been to a dear friend, a family member, or a total stranger who had fallen on hard times, such as during the current hard times created by the Covid-19 pandemic.  During the holiday season we open our hearts to those who have less than we have and give to them through local agencies or churches.  For those of us who call ourselves Christians, it is usually not a hard thing for us to give to those in need for we know that Jesus calls us to do that.  In the Great Commandment Jesus said we are to love our neighbor as ourselves, with everyone being our neighbor.  But our Scriptures today, I believe, are calling us to look more closely at our motives for giving.
In I Kings, we find Elijah being told to go to Zarephath to find a widow.  When he arrived, he found a widow there gathering sticks to bake some bread for her and her son.  He told her to bring him some water for a drink and a morsel of bread to eat.  But, because there was a drought and famine in the land, she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”  Here was a woman who was preparing to die with her son.  I can’t fathom how hard that would be to face.  But Elijah told her to not be afraid and to do as he told her.  That is, to first make him a little cake of bread and afterwards make something for herself and your son, for if she did, the Lord would not let her jar of meal run out nor her jug of oil fail until the day the Lord sent rain again.   She went and did as Elijah told her to do and the jar of meal and jug of oil did not run out as the Lord promised through Elijah.The widow did what Elijah requested, out of faith, even though it seemed illogical.  I believe her motive for obeying Elijah’s request went beyond just saving her life and the life of her son.  I believe it was to please God.  She was willing to do whatever God requested of her ‘no matter what’.  
Do we do what we know is right no matter how illogical it may seem?  And if we do obey our conscience and do it, is our motive to please God or for recognition from others?  In our Gospel lesson from Mark, we find Jesus warning about the Scribes motives for what they did in public.  He warns that all they did in public was for show so their piety would be lauded by the public.  Jesus says their motives were selfish.  They were not doing their religious practices to glorify God but to glorify themselves. 

Jesus then sees a widow in the synagogue giving her offering to God.  She put in two small copper coins. Bible scholars now say those coins were the smallest unit of money used during the First Century which was the mite.  The mite was equivalent to a fraction of a penny.  Jesus said that the poor widow had put in more than all the others for all they had contributed was out of their abundance but she, in her poverty, had put in everything she had.  

Do you see what Jesus is saying here?  God doesn’t need our money but God does need our heart.  God wants our purpose of sacrificing and giving to come from our heart. We need to ask ourselves whether what we give to God, both in offering and in time, is a sacrifice or giving only what is convenient.
In closing I want to share 3 stories of sacrificial giving from the heart.

R. G. LeTourneau (1888 – 1969) was a Christian industrialist who dedicated his life to “being a businessman for God.” He was hugely successful, designing and developing his own line of earth-moving equipment.  He had of nearly 300 inventions and hundreds of patents in his lifetime. As he succeeded financially, he increased his giving to the point where he was giving 90% of his income to the Lord’s work.  He said, “I shovel out the money, and God shovels it back—but God has a bigger shovel.”  You may think, well I could give 90% too if I was a multi-millionaire.  Maybe you could, but it’s important to remember that LeTourneau didn’t start out wealthy.  God gave him his wealth.  Remember the ole saying, You can’t out give God.
During the Second World War, Polish Priest Maximilian Kolbe was arrested by the German Gestapo for hiding Jews and Polish refugees from the Nazis. When three prisoners disappeared from the Auschwitz concentration camp, the deputy camp commander issued orders to pick ten men to be starved to death in order to deter further escape attempts. One of these ten, Franciszek Gajowniczek, began to cry out, “My wife! My children! I will never see them again!” At this point, Kolbe stepped forward, removed his cap, and said, “I am a Catholic Priest. Let me take his place. I am old. He has a wife and children.” Amazingly, the commander allowed the request.  In the starvation cell, he celebrated Mass each day and sang hymns with his fellow prisoners. After two weeks of dehydration and starvation, only Kolbe remained alive of the ten chosen. Because the cell was needed for other prisoners, he was given a lethal injection. Those present say he raised his left arm and calmly waited for the injection.  We need to keep our mind open about how we may serve others. We need to avoid self-imposed limitations for God may have something bigger in store for us if we give of ourselves from our heart.

This last story is about how powerful a simple act of sacrificial love, done from the heart, can be. 
Years ago, Ilene Wright’s preacher noticed the family standing in front of him at a New Orleans convenience store did not have enough money to pay for their few items. He tapped the man on the shoulder and said, “You don’t need to turn around, but please accept this money.” The man took the money without ever seeing the preacher.

Nine years later, the pastor was invited to speak at a church in New Orleans. After the service, a man walked up to the preacher and shared this story about how he had come to faith in Christ.  He said, “Several years ago, my wife and our child were destitute. We had lost everything, had no jobs, no money and were living in our car. We also lost all hope, and agreed to a suicide pact, including our child. However, we decided to first give our son some food, so we drove to a convenience store to buy him some food and milk.”

“While we were standing in line at the store, we realized that we did not have enough money to pay for these items, but a man behind us asked us to please take the money from his hand and not look at him. This man told us that ‘Jesus loves you.’”

 “We left the store, drove to our designated suicide site, and wept for hours. We couldn’t go through with it, so we drove away. As we drove, we noticed a church with a sign out front which said, ‘Jesus love you.’ We went to that church the very next Sunday, and both my wife and I were saved that day.”

He then told the pastor, “When you began speaking this morning, I knew immediately that you were the man who gave us that money.” How did he know? The pastor was from South Africa and had a very distinct accent. The man continued, “Your act of kindness was much more than a simple good deed. Three people are alive today because of it.”

Remember that any sacrificial gift, no matter how big or small, given out of love from our heart, will change the world.

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

