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Scripture – Job 19:23-27a
Knowledge.
Knowledge, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is “what is known; learning; enlightenment.”  You and I know a lot about a lot of things.  There are a number of ways that we acquire knowledge in our life.

One way we learn about things is through our studies in school, college, and universities.  The knowledge we acquire there is useful to us as we pursue our chosen profession and make decisions in our daily lives.

Another way we learn things is through our everyday experiences.  As we make mistakes, we learn to approach the same problems differently the next time we meet them.  We learn what to say and what not to say to our parents, spouses, and bosses at work.  We learn what to say or not to say to friends or ‘so called friends.’  We learn to whom we can trust sensitive information.  We learn who loves us and who desires to hurt us by the ways they treat us and the words they say to us.

We also learn and are enlightened by what we read.  Reading is the acquisition of knowledge from individuals that we may or may not know face to face.  We learn from them as they share their life’s experiences through the written word.  Those experiences may be real or fictional with a ‘reality base’.  Some information learned is technical and its value to use becomes apparent in the future when we find uses for it either in jobs or everyday living.
My statements of the ways we acquire knowledge might seem silly to you.  Yet its important in understanding who we are.  For you see, we are a product of our environment.  We are a product of our acquaintances.  We are a product of what we read.  We are a product of what we learn.

What we deem important is what we remember: people, places, things, events, and dates.  We choose what we remember.  Those things we don’t want to remember, for whatever reason, we choose to forget.

In our Scripture today, Job chooses to remember something very important.  For you remember, he is undergoing a tragic test.  Satan has gotten God to agree to let Job be tested to prove his faithfulness.  Job is very wealthy and Satan feels that he loves God only because his life is blessed.  Satan tells God that if those blessings were taken away from Job, he would curse God.  God says he wouldn’t and to prove it, God lets Satan take all of Job’s blessings away – his belongings, his family, and his health under the condition he spares Job’s life.  The result is Job is despondent as all of us would be.  Yet Job never gives up totally on God.
He doesn’t understand why these things have happened to him.  He doesn’t understand why his three friends are blaming him and saying he most have sinned for all these things to happen to him.  He has looked at his life and has not found anything wrong that would warrant such actions.  He asks God in verses 20-22 to have pity on him.  He asks God why he has let these things happen to him.

Yet, in his despair, he finds solace in his knowledge of God.  Knowledge that he has acquired through life’s experiences.  Knowledge that he has acquired through the prayers he has lifted to God and the answers that God gave him.  Not that he has not acquired from listening to friends. And those are all summed up in verses 25-27 when he says, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand on the earth; and after my skin has been destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  My heart faints within me!”
Wow!   Do you feel Job’s relief?  Do you feel Job touching God?

When verse 25 says, “I know that my Redeemer lives”, Job is saying I have a totally emotional, and physical knowledge that my Redeemer, my God, knows me and has not forgotten me.  My understanding about God goes beyond just intellectual understanding and knowledge.  It goes to the core of who I am.  The word translated ‘know in Hebrew is the same word translated in Genesis for ‘sexual intercourse’.  Remember reading in the King James Version the words, “Adam knew Eve and she conceived and bore a son.”  Intercourse is the deepest level of a relationship.  When Job said he knew God he was saying that that knowledge was at the deepest level of his being.  And that knowledge would carry him through life on earth and when his body finally died, when his skin had been destroyed, he would see God.
Our understanding, that is, our knowledge of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ, tells us the same thing that Job knew.  We know that as the Apostle John wrote in John 3:16, that “God so loved the world that God gave God’s only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  That knowledge of God’s love in Christ, to us, goes beyond intellectual understanding.   It should be at the deepest part of our being.  Remembering it should give us the hope we need to carry us through any trial we have here on earth including during these tough Covid pandemic times.  I know, for me, that held true during the darkest days of my life when I was contemplating suicide.  I was raised in the church and knew God loved me but I had put that knowledge on the back shelf of my mind.  But when I met with my therapist, she helped me bring it back out again and when that happened, that knowledge that my Redeemer lives and loves me went deep within my heart and gave me the strength to live my life as my true self for God.
Let us remember who our Redeemer is.  Let us remember that our understanding of our Redeemer goes beyond our physical understanding.   It is knowledge that we have acquired throughout our lives through our experiences, our reading of Scriptures, our prayers, and through God’s answers given back to us.  Thank God that, as Job said, you know from your deepest level of being, that YOUR REDEEMER LIVES IN YOU.

In Jesus Name.  Amen.

