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Scripture –Hebrews 7:23-28, Psalm 126, Mark 10:46-52
The story is told about the conversation between a father, mother and their daughter as they were returning home from church one Sunday.  The daughter listened as her father complained about the sermon being far too personal and the service went way too long.  Then she heard her mother complain she didn’t like the songs the choir sang, the congregation sang far too many songs, the choir sang off key, and the choir’s robes didn’t match the flowers on the altar.  The daughter, tired of hearing her parents complain, turned to them both and said matter of factly, “Well, I thought it was a good time and I thought we got a lot for $1.00”.

That story brings up the question – why do we come to worship anyway?  The Scripture is pretty clear why we should worship God and Jesus. 

In the Old Testament the Hebrews were to come to the Temple to offer sacrifices to God in obedience to God’s commands.  These sacrifices showed God they loved their Creator and recognized their sinfulness and the Lord’s holiness.

During the times of the patriarchs like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, worship of God was tied intimately to offering sacrifices on altars built of stone by the worshiper.  Their offerings of slain sheep, the best in their flock, were their ways of giving God the best they had.  They were showing God their love above everything.
When God gave Moses the Law, the Lord gave the Hebrew people specific directions regarding the sacrifices that were to be used in worship.  The priests, male members of the Tribe of Levi, were the only ones who could perform these sacrifices.  God set the Tribe of Levi aside as the priestly Tribe when the Lord told Joshua how to divide the Promised Land among the Tribes.  The Tribe of Levi was appointed to attend the Temple duties and the other Tribes were to provide food for them in exchange for their service.  

The priests were consecrated and ordained through a special ceremony.  It was a very important job and had to be taken seriously.  One Levite priest was selected as the High Priest.  His job was the most important of all.  He was to go into the Holy of Holies, the most sacred area of the Temple where the Ark of the Covenant was, and offer the sacrifice for the sins of the Israelite nation once a year.  This sacrificial ceremony was called the Day of Atonement.   Today’s Jews celebrate this day as Yom Kippur. 

The festival, of which the Day of Atonement was a part of, lasted ten days after the beginning of the New Year.  Its purpose was to purify the sanctuary, altar and atone for the sins of the High priest and the people for the past year.

The High priest would offer a bull for his own sins and a goat for the sins of Israel, smearing the blood on and around the altar to remove the impurities there and in the sanctuary caused by the sins of the people.  This was necessary for God made it clear to the people that the Lord could not look upon sin.  Sin requires a death.  The people, because of their sin, deserved to die.  God did not want the people to die.  Therefore, instead God provided an out.  Instead of the people dying, God required them to sacrifice an innocent animal in their place.  The animal’s smeared blood on the regular temple altar, in essence, cleansed the altar and sanctuary of the existing sin, allowing the rest of the ceremony to be performed.  

On a special day of the festival, the Day of Atonement, the High priest, went into the Holy of Holies, the innermost area of the Temple, and sprinkled the blood of the bull and goat on the top and front of the cover of the Ark of the Covenant.  After sprinkling the blood, he would then burn incense.  He would then symbolically place the sins of the people upon another goat (the so-called scapegoat) and that goat was driven into the wilderness to die, taking the sins of the people with it.

Our Scripture today talks about these practices.  Verse 23 talks about how all the former priests, including High priests, were many in number but they could only offer sacrifices for a short period of time.  That period of time was the length of their lives.  Their priesthood therefore was not permanent, limited by the length of their lives.  But the length of His life did not limit Jesus’ priesthood.  Verse 24-25 says, “but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues for ever…able for all time to save those who draw near to God through him.”  

Now the system of offering sacrifices for the sins of the people is over.  Verse 27 says, “He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his sins and then for those of the people; he did this once for all when he offered up himself.”

That’s the reason we worship.  We worship not to be entertained for the amount we give in our offering as our story indicated.  We worship because we love God and we are thankful for what God has done for us through Jesus Christ.  In Jesus, we are no longer required to offer hundreds of offerings every year.  Those would include: burnt offerings for atonement and thanksgiving, thank offerings for recovery from illness, votive offerings when we repay a debt, sin offerings when we violated prohibitions, guilt offerings when we perjured ourselves, cereal offerings to accompany our burnt offerings,   and free-will offerings because we want to.  

Now we know that Jesus’ death on the cross was the perfect sacrifice.  Hebrews 10:11-14 says, “And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, then to wait until his enemies should be made a stool for his feet.  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.” 

This day let us be thankful.  Let us be thankful that God has granted us life.

Be thankful that God has granted us life today so that we could be in the Lord’s House to worship in spirit and truth. 

Be thankful that we no longer have to offer sacrifices and offerings hundreds of time a year. 

Be thankful that Jesus Christ died once for all time for our sins. 

Be thankful that we are children of God, heirs to God’s promise.

Praise God for the Lord’s infinite love and for Jesus Christ the Promised One who died, once for all, for our sins!  

In Jesus Name.  Amen. 

