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Scripture – Ruth 1:1-18

Most of us, when we were children, had someone who was special to us.  They were our ‘buddy’.  They were someone we liked being around.  They were someone who made us feel good about ourselves.  They were someone who freely shared their toys with us.  They were someone who defended us against those who bullied us.  Those ‘someones’ may have been friends our own age that we knew in school or in our neighborhood.  Or that someone may have been an adult.  Whoever it was, that special person or persons showed us what love was like.  We learned and identified love with them.  We wanted to be like them.  We would go anywhere or do anything for them.

Our Scripture today is a story today about one such person.  It seems that there was a great famine in Bethlehem and the Jew Elimelech took his wife Naomi and their two sons to the land of Moab where there was food.   Now Moab was an idolatrous nation.  They worshipped the pagan god Chemosh who demanded the sacrifice of girls who were specifically chosen to be sacrifices.  Elimelech and Naomi fortunately had sons.  While in Moab the Scripture tells us that their two sons married Moabite women and died childless.  Elimelech also died, leaving Naomi with no heirs.  She later learned that the famine had left Bethlehem so Naomi wanted to go back home.  Her two daughter-in-laws volunteered to go with her.  She told both of them to go back home to Moab as she was too old to have any more sons and they needed to be where they would find a husband.  The one daughter-in-law, Orpah, went back to Moab.  But Ruth refused to go.

What Ruth told Naomi in verses 16-17 is one of the most beautiful verses recorded in the Bible.  She told her, “Entreat me not to leave you or to return from following you; for where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God; where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.  May the Lord do so to me and more also if even death parts me from you.”

Here Ruth is telling Naomi that her love for her will go the distance.  There is nothing that can get between them – no distance, no habitation, no nationality, and no faith.  Nothing.  Ruth is saying that she wanted to always share her joys and sorrows with Naomi.  This Scripture is frequently shared at weddings as it so beautifully expresses what one’s dedicated love for another should be.

This dedicated love is characteristic of the love that God has for us.  God’s love for us is one that goes the distance.  Humankind has been nothing but trouble for God.  From the creation of Adam and Eve and their sin of disobedience in the Garden of Eden as recorded in Genesis through their rejection of Jehovah as their God and exile as recorded in the latter prophetic books of the Old Testament.  Humankind, as a whole, has been mean to God.  We have deliberately and blatantly done that which would hurt God.  Every conceivable sin that humans could devise, we have done.  Our sin was so disgusting to God that the Creator destroyed the human race once with a flood, saving only Noah and his family to repopulate the earth.  I am sure God was hoping that mankind would learn their lesson but they didn’t.  Humankind has continued to sin and separate themselves from God from one generation to the next, up to today.

Today we are not any better than Noah’s generation.  We are as sinful or worse.  The news is full of killings and corruption all over the world.  The world is corrupted and only cares about itself.  Those who are loyal to God are few.  Jesus told us that would be the case as recorded in Luke 14:24 where he said, “Strive to enter the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.“

The Great Commandment, as recorded in Mark 12:28-34 says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and will all your mind, and with all your strength.  The second is this, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  God is telling us that we are to love humankind the way God loves humankind.  God loves us so much that, as John 3:16 tells us, “God gave the only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”  God loves us so much that the Lord was willing to go the distance and sacrifice Jesus, only Son, on our behalf.

Let us reflect on God’s love for us today.  If God were not willing to go the distance for us and sacrifice Jesus on the cross, neither humanity, nor we, would have any hope.   Let us thank God for those who have taught us what true love is and let us, most of all, thank God for Jesus Christ, who is the embodiment of love for all humankind.

Thank you Lord!  Thank you Jesus!  
In Jesus holy name.  Amen.

