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Scripture - Mark 9:30-37
There's a story about Christian Herter, the governor of Massachusetts.  It seems Gov. Herter was running hard for re-election as governor and one day he arrived late for a barbecue.  He'd had no breakfast or lunch and he was famished.  As he moved down the serving line, he held out his plate and received one piece of chicken.  The governor said to the serving lady, "excuse me, do you mind if I get another piece of chicken.  I'm very hungry."  The woman replied, "sorry, I'm supposed to give one piece to each person."  He repeated, "but, I'm starved," and again she said "only one to a customer."  Herter was normally a modest man, but he decided this was the time to use the weight of his office and said, "Madam, do you know who I am?  I am the governor of this state."  She answered, "do you know who I am? I'm the lady in charge of chicken.  Move along, mister."

Now that's a woman who knows her position and who she is - a woman who wasn't about to be intimidated.  Today's lesson is about humility.  Something the governor of Massachusetts certainly didn't have.

Webster defines 'humility' as the state of being humble.  Webster then goes on to define 'humble' as being not proud.  Being modest.  Being lowly.  Being unimportant.  Being unpretentious. 

You know being humble is a hard thing to do.  It goes against all of human nature.  'To be unimportant' - now that's a ‘toughy’.  Our society is geared around advancement.  It's geared around 'moving up' in the company.  If you work hard, become important, become indispensable, then you'll get that raise you so rightly deserve and have job security.

But you know what, there's no such thing as 'indispensable' and 'job security'.  There's always someone else that can do our job, especially if they're younger and will work for less money. And everyone knows there are very few companies that consider an employee's dedication to the company over the years when it comes to a company's future.  Most companies are directed by the "dollar" and not by "Christian values".  No.  Being important doesn't get us much more than heartache after heartache.

Look at the lesson for today in the Gospel of Mark.  

Jesus and the disciples are passing through Galilee.  It says in verse 30, Jesus did not want anyone to know they were passing through Galilee.  Part of the reason probably was because He needed a break away from the crowds that were always clamoring around Him.  Even though Jesus was on a mission to spread the Good News about Himself and His purpose, He also needed time to reflect and keep things in perspective.  Having time away from ‘everyday clamor’ allows us to get things back in perspective.  And part of that action, is keep our selves humble.  That is, to take the focus off ourselves and put it back on where it belongs.  Put it back on serving God and being obedient to God’s call on our lives.

On in verse 33 it says they came to Capernaum and Jesus asked the disciples what they were arguing about as they were walking.  They said they were arguing about who was the greatest.  Jesus’ response is classic.  He said in verse 35: “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and the servant of all.”
Jesus is saying that to be first we must be last.  To be first, we must be a servant OF ALL.  To be first, we must be a servant of not only those who love us and are our friends, but as servant OF ALL. We must reach out to those who our society deems undesirable, be humble, and be their servant.

Jesus then does a marvelous thing.  He takes a little child and says in verse 37, “whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”  Matthew 18:4, which relates another version if this story, says when Jesus’ disciples asked Him who the greatest in the kingdom of heaven was, Jesus took a child and said to them, "Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."

You see, children see the world through pure eyes.  Their eyes are not tainted with the pressures of the world, desire for money and gain, and the prejudices of society.  Children see the world through humble eyes.  Yes, they go through the ‘mine’ stage where they have to be taught to share but it is not out of meanness that they go through it.  When they are taught, out of love, to share, most understand and learn to do it because by nature they are humble and open to learn.  Jesus is telling us we need to be the same.
Humility is a very important subject to God.  Did you know there are 35 references in the Bible on humility? Listen to some of them:

Psalm 10:17 says "O Lord, thou wilt hear the desire of the meek (or humble); thou wilt strengthen their heart, thou wilt incline thy ear"

Proverbs 3:34 says, "…to the scorners he (that is God) is 
scornful, but to the humble he shows favor."

Proverbs 15:33 says, "…the fear of the Lord is instruction in wisdom, and humility goes before honor."

Jeremiah 45:5 says (God talking to Jeremiah), 
"and do you seek great things for yourself? Seek them not;"

Micah 6:8, one of my favorite passages in the Old Testament prophets, says, "He has showed you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?"

Did you get that? "...walk humbly with your God." The question is what does that mean? Webster had it right in one part of his definition.  Do you remember his definition of 'humble' I read earlier?  One of his definitions said 'humble' meant 'being lowly'. That's what humility means according to God's definition.

It means to be lowly. 

It means, according to Jesus in our lesson in Mark, to be a servant.

It means to be a minister to one another. 

It means focusing our attention on others instead of ourselves. 

It means serving, expecting nothing in return.

It means staying in the background so others may be rewarded.

It means not caring if anyone noticed.

It means doing it because Jesus would and for no other reason.

Greatness in the kingdom of heaven is not based on accomplishments in society.  Greatness in the kingdom of heaven is based on humbling oneself like a child. 
We need to ask ourselves: 

Do we consider ourselves humble people?
Do we have the characteristics of humility that Jesus outlines in the scriptures we just read?
If not, then we need to make the necessary changes to become the 'new creation' God wants us to be and exemplify the quality of humility to the world.  Nothing is impossible with God's help.

Let Jesus change you today.  Come to your Savior and ask Him for power to change.  He promises us that He will never turn away anyone who asks from their heart.
In Jesus Name.  Amen.

