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Scripture - Micah 6:8
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?
When we read this Scripture from Micah, we have to ask ourselves - what does it mean to walk with God?

Most of us when we hear the words 'walking with God', quickly think of the great patriarch, Enoch.

In Genesis 5:18-24 we read, “When Jared had lived 162 years, he became the father of Enoch. And after he became the father of Enoch, Jared lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters.  Altogether he lived 962 years and then he died.
When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah.  And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters.  Altogether, Enoch lived 365 years. Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.”

The Hebrew word used for 'taken away', laqab, also means 'brought to'.  In other words God 'took 
Enoch away from the earth' and 'brought him to Himself'.

God loved Enoch so much God could not allow him to die.  Can't you see it.  This loving and caring man, Enoch, talking with God and sharing his inner most feelings with God continually for 300 years!  And over this time, God just fell more and more in love with him.  All Enoch wanted in his life was to please the God he worshipped.

In Hebrews 11:5-6 we read these words, “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away.  For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that God exists and that God rewards those who earnestly seek the Creator.”

It is clear from the Scripture that Enoch's life was very special to God.  So special that God did not let him die.  The question to us then is, how can we too, walk with God, as Enoch did?
I believe there are clearly four key things the Scripture admonishes us to do to 'walk with God'.  I'm sure there are others but I would like for us to focus on these four this evening.  They are

1.
To do that which pleases God.


2.
To pray continually with a believing heart.


3.
To repent with godly sorrow.


4.
To forgive others of their sins from our heart.

1.  We must do that which pleases God. 

In the Scripture in the Book of Hebrews, the writer said Enoch was commended as one who pleased God.

What do we need to do to please God?  

Clearly one thing we must do is to keep the Lord’s commandments.  In John 14:15 we read Jesus saying, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.  “

And in Matthew 22:34-40, Jesus tells the Pharisees and Saduccees, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: love your neighbor as yourself.  All the law and the prophets hang on these two commandments.”

In Deuteronomy 6:5, Moses told the Hebrew people, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.”

As we grew up, the way we showed our love to our parents was to do what pleased them. We followed the rules of our home.  If we broke those rules, we quickly found that it displeased them and we also quickly learned that that was an undesirable situation.

To please the Creator and Jesus we must follow Their rules, that is Their commandments.  Just like our parent’s rules, they are there for our own good.  We were not allowed to play in the street because it was not safe.  God gives us commandments because God wants the best for us.  When we love and trust God, we will follow the commandments God has given us.  That is what pleases God.

2.  We must pray continually with a believing heart.

You know that the way we talk with God is through prayer.  It's logical that a good relationship cannot be developed without communication.  We cannot please our partners and those whom we love if we do not talk with them.

The same is true with our relationship with God.  We must talk with the Creator.  The apostle Paul admonishes us to talk with God continually.  In I Thessalonians 5: 16-18 we read, “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”

It pleases our Creator when we open the doors to communicate.  God already knows everything so the Creator doesn't need us to communicate what we are doing.  God wants our communication to be because of our love for who God is.  The amount we talk to God is directly proportional to how deep our love is.  Let me repeat that.  The amount we talk to God is directly proportional to how deep our love is.

God has told us, through Jesus, that God will take care of us and give us our hearts desires.  In Matthew 18:19-20, Jesus says, “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by our God who is in heaven.  For where two or more come together in my name, there I am with them.”

And in Mark 11:22-24, Jesus tells his disciples, ”Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”

God has virtually told us that if we love, talk, and have faith in who God is, God will give us anything we ask for.  So, to pray continually with a believing heart, is an important part of walking with God.

3.  We must repent with godly sorrow.

In 2 Corinthians 7:10, the Apostle Paul says, ”Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.”

Godly sorrow is sorrow that is spiritually based.  Godly sorrow is sorrow that recognizes our sinfulness and our need for God's forgiveness.  Godly sorrow is sorrow that draws us to do what we need to do to get right with God.  And when we do that, then we are 'walking with God.

We cannot walk with God if we do not repent of our sins.  God cannot look upon sin.  We must repent of our sins, accept Jesus shed blood for our sins and draw ourselves toward God if we are to experience God’s presence in our lives.

We cannot just be sorrowful for our sins and not try to change our lives.  That is not godly sorrow.  True repentance requires us to turn from our sins.  Remove ourselves, as much as we are able, from those situations that cause us to sin and through prayer, with God as our guide, change our lives.

To walk with God requires us to repent with Godly sorrow for our sins.

4.  We must forgive others of their sins from our heart.

In Matthew 6:14-15, Jesus tells us, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, God will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive men their sins, God will not forgive your sins.”

That admonition seems pretty plain.  We must forgive others for God to forgive us.  

We remember clearly Jesus words to Peter when Peter asked him how many times he must forgive his brother in Matthew 18:22, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.”  The number seven is a perfect number.  So, Jesus is telling Peter, to not forgive him a preset number of times, but an undetermined number of times.  The perfect number is unlimited.  We are to forgive continually.

Jesus then goes on to tell the parable of the man who had an enormous debt (millions of dollars) that he could not repay and his master forgave him.  Then he turned around and did not forgive a man who owed him a small debt of a few dollars.  When the master who forgave him of the million-dollar debt found out, he had him arrested and tortured for his unforgiving spirit.  Jesus then says at the end of the story in Matthew 18:35, “This is how God will treat you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

Our forgiveness must be from the heart to truly be walking with God.

In summary then, to walk with God requires us, among other things,


1.
To do that which pleases God.


2.
To pray continually with a believing heart.


3.
To repent with godly sorrow.


4.
To forgive others of their sins from our heart.

Based on the four things I have mentioned, the questions to us then are:

Are we walking with God?

If we aren't, why aren't we?

Are we trying to please God in all that we do?

Are we praying continually with a believing heart?

Are we repenting of our sins with godly sorrow?

Are we forgiving others of their sins against us from our heart or are we keeping a grudge against   them?

May the words of the Prophet Micah be our guide in life as we walk humbly with our God.

In Jesus Name, Amen.

